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ENERGY ECONOMICS BARBADOS 


BRLEFS 


GAS FOR ELECTRICITY--The six-month-old experiment utilising natural gas from 

local sources to fuel one of the Barbados Light and Power turbines is “very suc- 
cessful". The Company's only major worry is that it cannot acquire enough of the 
gas. "We have no major complaints about the operation involving the burning of 
gas as a fuel. It is all very successful at this stage," said the company's 
engineering Manager, Mr. Andrew Gittens. Mr. Gittens said that the gas supple- 
ments the heavy fuel oil which powers the other turbines. He pointed out that the 
gas accounts for “less than 10 per cent" of the total fuel used in the company's 
turbines. The engineering manager expressed satisfaction with the present cost of 
the gis, which is not as high as the imoorted fuel. He said that the price for 
the gas is also kept low because it is piped into the company's Garrison Hill 
facilities, whereas the imported fuel has to be trucked in from the Mobil 


Refinery, at Spring Garden. [Excerpt] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 
24 Mar 81 Pp 1] 


cso: 3025 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS CHLLE 


BRIEFS 


OLL SEARCH IN PACIFIC--A series of exploratory drillings along the central sector 
of the coastline was begun several days ago by the National Petroleum Enterprise. 
Enterprise spokesmen pointed out that these activities "are a continuation of the 
program designed to spell out the possibilities for the existence of c mercially 
exploitable hydrocarbon reserves in the Pacific continental shelf."" To carry out 
the exploratory activities, ENAP [National Petroleum Enterprise] chartered the semi- 
submersible drilling vessel "General" of the Diamond M. Drilling Co., a United 
States company. Altogether, 12 wells will be explored; their structures have been 
identified as being seismic and they are located in the sub-basins of Navidad, 
Mataquito, Chanco and Itata. The vessel "General" is already at site "Chanco D," 
drilling the first exploratory well. The total program will take between 12 and 

16 months, depending on the difficulties encountered in the drilling operations and 
the weather conditions. The "General" can work in depths of as much as 600 meters 
and can drill down to a depth of as much 7,500 meters. It was indicated that the 
planned locations are at water depths of between 60 and 180 meters while the drill- 
ings will be done between 1,000 and 2,800 meter depths. On the other hand, it was 
also announced that the semisubmersible vessel "General" has a displacement of 
19,000 tons and is equipped with all of the modern advances in petroleum drilling. 
[Text] [Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 2 Apr 81 p 16A] 5058 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


OFFSHORE GAS STRIKE--Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, Wednesday, (UPI)--The state-owned 
Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company has struck gas 40 miles off the nothern cvoast of 
Trinidad, company officials announced today. [as published] They did not say how 
much is believed found. It is the first major marine success by the company. 
[Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 26 Mar 81 p 1] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


ADVANTAGES OF CHANGE IN REFINING PATTERN CITED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 27 Mar 81 Sec 2 p 26 
[Article by Esteban Hurtado] 


[Text] Punto Fijo, 26 Mar--Among other things, the refining pattern will 
increase the refining process for heavy and extraheavy crude, will give the 
refinery more flexibility in handling fluctuations on the international market, 
and will increase the gasoline output. The installation of the operations 
control computer for the new refining pattern at the control center of the 
Amuay refinery is in the final installation phase. It was announced that 
the computer is one of the most complex of its type. It had been used in 
Caracas and was adapted to perform direct control functions over the 
refining pattern processes. This refining complex is one of the biggest in 
the world and almost all of its plants are computer-controlled. The 
operating personnel went through rigorous training to achieve interface with 
this technology. The report adds that the project for the modernization of 
the petroleum movement system is currently likewise in its final phase; its 
ultimate purpose is to incorporate the computerization of all of its 
operations into the system. 


The main objective of computer process control, according to a MARAVEN 
spokesman in Amuay, is to achieve operational efficiency by minimizing the 
risk and, parallel to that, provide a greater safety margin. The new 
refining pattern, the spokesman pointed out, has three objectives: to 
increase the heavy and extraheavy crude processing capacity, in other words, 
the crude that is the most abundant in the country; to provide g eater 
flexibility for the refinery in coping with fluctuations on the international 
market; and to increase the production of gasoline due to the growing demand 
for this fuel on the ‘4omestic market. The refining pattern modification 
project at the Amuay refinery is currently in its "peak" construction phase. 
lts cost exceeds 4 billion bolivars and it will be completely ready within 

a year and a half. The refining pattern computer, according to that same 
reliable source, will be connected to the petroleum movement telemetry system 
and can possibly be connected to the rest of the computers at the Amuay 
refinery and to the central computer of LAGOVEN in Caracas. The importance 
of this equipment resides in its capacity to accomplish direct supervisory 

















digital control over the processes of the new units which are as tollows: 
the flexicoker, the flexicracker, alkylation, isomerization and electric 
powerplant. Jt will also control the petroleum movement operations, it was 
added, Personnel at the Amuay refinery in charge of computer programming 
worked abroad and are already developing expansions for these processes, 


Finally, we were informed that a new course is now being prepared for future 


control console operators in connection with the new refining pattern. 


2058 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


KIM FUAD COMMENTS ON LOWFR O'L PRICES 





Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 28 Mar 81 p 4 
[Article by Kim Fuad and Gerardo Inchausti: "Are Petroleum Prices Going Down?" ) 


[Text] About a couple of weeks ago, Venezuela cut the price on its high-sulfur- 
content residual fuel and a few days later the authoritative magazine PETROLEUM 
INTELLIGENCE WEEKLY announced that Mexico was studying a reduction in the price on 
ite heavy Maya crude, 


These two cases seem to be in line with the fluctuating conditions in world demand 
and have caused worry regarding the general situation of petroleum prices; they are 
however totally different. 


In the case of Venezuela, the price reduction comes after sustained increases that 
hiked the price of high-sulfur-content residual fue! from $22.30 in January in 1980 
to $31.95 last January. This process however had its ups and downs due to the fact 
that residual fuel is a product which is sensitive to the seasonal demand. In 
other words, since it is basically used for heating, its price goes down as summer 
approaches. 


Anticipating the drop in the demand for residual fuel, starting with the second 
quarter of the year, Venezuela established controls over inventories and production 
of fuel until the demand picks up again--along with the prices--during the second 
half. 


In the case of Mexico--a country which has on output similar to the 2.2 million 
barrel-per-day figure of Venezuela--that possible drop had looked inevitable for 
quite some tig@e. Most expert observers feel that the price of Maya crude was sub- 
stantially above the prices charged by OPEC and was insupportable. 


"We cannot understand how the Maya price was sustained," said an observer in the 
Venecuelan industry, explaining that Mexico based the price on the level of re- 
fined products in the Gulf of Mexico, “Only the war between Iraq and Iran, with 
the subsequent decline in worldwide production, made it possible to keep that 
price artificially high,” 


The moment ©f truth now seems to have come both for Mexico and for the other pet- 
roleum-exporting countries--such as those of North Africa-- which have been ex- 
ploiting political circumstances to raise their prices to artificial levels, 











This is due to the surplus of more than 2 million barrels per day on the market 
which has been piling up since last a and which forced the OPEC countries to 
cut their total output by more than 4 @illion barrels during 1980, 


Yamani's Game 


The key factor in this surplus situation is Saudi Arabia which keepa ite output at 


10.5 million barrels per day, that is to say, 2 million barrela above ite official 
ceiling of 8.5 million barrels. 


Why do the Saudis continue a situation which apparently is harmful to the interests 
of the petroleum exporting countries? 


This is a situation which Saudi Petroleum Minister Ahmad Zaki Yamani had antici- 
pated since the OPEC conference in Caracas in 1979. 


Yamani emphasized at that time that the surplus supply would force countries with 


artificially high prices--such as the African countries<-to reduce them. But that 
did not happen, 


in spite of the fact that we have 4 petroleum oversupply on the market as of that 
moment, OPEC prices kept going up--a reflection, not so much of the lawe of the 
market, but rather of the fears of the consumers because of inetability in the 
Middle East. 


Although delayed, Yamani's prediction is now beginning to come true. The surplus 
on the market continuer, strengthened not only by the high Saudi output but also 
by high inventories in the big consumer countries as well as slow economic growth 
and conservation methods which are expressed by a decline in consumption. 


It is believed that Saudi Arabia will continue its current overproduction until at- 
taining its objective of forcing the OPEC hawks to reduce their high prices which 
rose to as much as $/ above the Saudi crude marking price of $32 per barrel. 


Oddly enough, the Saudis want to raise their price but to the extent that the 
hawks cut them for the purpose of achieving parity in the value of crude. Efforts 
along these lines in the past were not successful because, when the Saudis raised 


their prices, the others did likewise, thus widening the gap between the two sides 
even more, 


More than half of the OPEC output comes from Saudi Arabia and its allies and that 
gives them heavy political clout in exerting pressure for a return to the uniform 
price systen. 


That will happen only when the moment comes at which the OPEC can implement its 
long-term strategy concerning prices and supply, That in turn will provide the 
foundation for a more effective North-South dialogue. 


5056 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


MENEVEN IN ORLNOCO--Barcelona, 29 March=-=- Engineer Juan Chacin Guzman, president 

of S. A. Meneven, announced here that the enterprise is hoping greatly to exceed 

the figure of 200 wells drilled in areas which he referred to as conventional in 

the Orinoco strip, before the end of this year. The Meneven president said that 

the company has so far drilled a total of 150 wells in the area covered by the 
strip, south of El Tigre and San Tome; to those wells one must add another 80 wells 
planned for this year. Dr Chacin Guzman said that, generally, the projects being 
developed by Venezuelan Petroleum in various parts of the Orinoco strip are coming 
along satisfactorily, within the calculations anticipated by the industry; but he 
issued a warning against maneuvers aimed at creating confusion among the Venezuelan 
population regarding the future exploitation of hydrocarbon reserves existing 

there; their strategic value to Venezuela is extremely great. "Venezuelan Petroleum 
did not at any time conceal from the Venezuelan population the projects underway in 
the strip and on the other hand we must recognize the personal commitment by the 
current minister of energy and mines in very clearly disclosing all aspects in- 
volved in the exploratory and production program in that Venezuelan Petroleum area; 
but there are obviously interests that are trying to exploit the situation to 

create confusion among the Venezuelan population.” He announced that the 150 wells 
drilled so far and the 80 to be drilled this year are in areas that can be defined 
as conventional, where heavy and mixed petroleum will be extracted, along with 
other, light petroleum, extracted in areas further to the north, for shipment to 
refining centers operating in San Roque, Santa Ana, and Puerto La Cruz, basically 
for export purposes. Meneven does not rule out the possibility that it might pos- 
sibly have to call upon foreign advice for the definitive projects which that enter 
prise will go into in areas further south of the strip, in that state and in Guarico- 
But everything depends on the competitive bidding process which will have to be 
carried out, as he added, and in which Venezuelan and foreign companies will parti-~ 
cipate under equal conditions, companies specializing in drilling and production, 

as has been announced earlier on other occasions by the Ministry of Energy and 
Mines. [Text] [Caracas EL RACIONAL in Spanish 30 Mar 81 p D-16) 5058 


CSO: lu 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GUATEMALAN POREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON ACOORDS WITH BELIZE 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 16 Mar 8! p 6 


[Statement by Guatemalan Foreign Minister Rafael Castillo Valdez on 16 March 198], 
place not specified) 


(Text) This morning, when Engineer Rafael Castillo Valdez, min- 
ister of foreign relations announced the solution finally reached 
with the British Government on the territory of Belize, he said 
that “Guatemala will have its own territorial waters ensuring it 
access to the high seas with pertinent rights to the adjacent 
seabed and possession and use of Rangquana and Zapotillo keys with 
rights in the sea adjacent to those keys.” 


The followinc is the statement by Minister Castillo Valdez: 


These bases for agreement between Guatemala and Great Britain that we are now sub- 
mitting for consideration by our people place us before a possible definite solution 
to the century-old controversy concerning Belize. 


They are the culmination of a long process of arguments, discussions and proposals 
dating back to 1859. There has been a constant series of foreign ministry negotia- 
tions and intensive diplomatic activity, both bilateral with Great Britain and multi- 
lateral in the world and in international agencies. 


Direct negotiations started in 1962, in Puerto Rico. A varied series of alternatives 
and recess periods, alternating with the trial of other procedures, like the good of- 
fices and mediation by friendly countries, ensued. 


Talks resumed in 1975, the year in which internationalization of the issue became 
systematized in the United Nations by British action. Active negotiation on Belize 
was added to this, primarily among those countries that were coming out from under 
colonial submission to an independent life, as sovereign states, emerging by virtue 
of the irreversible process of decolonization that has changed the world in the last 
40 years. 


The actual development of that diplomatic procedure was extended to the organizations 
of the British Commonwealth and of the nonalined countries, in which resolutions in 
support of Belize's independence movement and against Guatemala's claim came up re- 
peatedly in recent years. Negotiations also were conducted in the Organization of 
American States, which, last year, endorsed the resolution of the General Assembly 














of the United Nations, in spite of previous statements that yvave exceptional status 
to the case of Belize and supported Guatemala, including an eloquent resolution by 
the Inter-American Juridical Committee. 


In 1978, when a new government was formed in Guatemala, new British proposals were 
made known. They were rejected, because they did not satisfy national interest. In 
1979, there was a recess, owing to elect.one in Great Britain and in Belize, which 
brought about the introduction of another regime in London and the beginning of an- 
other S-year period in Belize's local government. 


Then, in 1980, the final phase of negotiations was entered with a ministerial meeting 
in Bermuda, followed by sessions on the expert level and two other meetings of min- 
isters in New York, last October and in February of this year, until the series of 
meetings held in London last week was reached, the result of which was the bases for 
agreement that we are reporting today, signed on Wednesday, 11 March, in the British 
capita). 


The first point in those bases specifies that Guatemala and Great Britain will re- 
cognize the independent state of Belize as an integral part of Central America and 
will respect its sovereignty and territorial integrity. This is subject, in the 
case of Guatemala, to conclusion of whatever treaty or treaties may be necessary 
for implementing the above-mentioned bases for agreement. 


In addition, Guatemala will have its own territorial waters that will ensure it per- 
manent access without impediment to the high seas with pertinent rights to the under- 
lying seabed and possession and use of Ranguana and Zapotillo keys with rights in 

the sea adjacent to those keys. 


It was also agreed that Guatemala will have free port facilities in Belize City and 
in Punta Gorda and free transit of persons and goods on the highways leading from 
those cities to the border with Guatemala. The highway from Belize to Melchor de 
Mencos will be improved and the one from Punta Gorda to El Peten, passing through 
San Antonio and Pueblo Viejo, will be completed. 


Belize will also facilitate construction of oil pipelines for exporting Guatemalan 
oil with terminals in Belize City, Dangriga (Stann Creek) and Punta Gorda. 


Belize and Guatemala wiil sign agreements for controlling pollution and on naviga-~- 
tion and fishing, as well as on joint exploration and exploitation of minerals and 
hydrocarbons on the seabed and on the continental shelf. They will also conclude 

agreements for various development projects of mutual benefit. 


On its part, Belize will also have free port facilities in Guatemala and, with the 
exception of what is specified in the bases, none of the provisions that they con- 
tain will be detrimental to the rights or interests of Belize or its citizens. 


Guatemala and Belize will also sign a cooperation treaty on security and neither of 
them will allow its territory to be used to support subversion in the other one. 
With regard to Great Britain, agreements will be entered upon for restoring normal 
diplomatic and consular relations and both countries, Guatemala and the United King- 
dom, will sponsor Helize's admission to the United Nations, to the Organization of 
American States and to other international organizations. 
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Finally, th° bases specify that 4 special committee will be set up, with British, 
Guatemalan and Belize representatives to prepare whatever treaty or treaties may be 
necessary for implementing the bases. Likewise, in this way the Anglo-Guatemalan 
diapute over the territory of Belize will be regarded as finished. 


The points listed above are self-explanatory. Nevertheless, it seems advisable to 
us to make a few comments, both in order to provide more information and to try to 
offer better data for judgment. 


As already pointed out and worth repeating, these are bases, or fundamental points, 
of agreement that in no way form a final settlement of the issue. Negotiations for 
perfecting and developing these topics in formal instruments lie ahead. If a satis~ 
factory conclusion of treaties is not reached in accordance with thie initial aqree- 
ment, 4 Standstill may occur and a conclusive solution might not be achieved. 


This would be deplorable, because the Guatemalan Government persists in the intention 
of settling the matter in the best possible way. In order to achieve this, it is 
undeniable that the most effective way will be for each party to adhere to what has 
been obligated and to persevere in this flexible attitude of cooperation that, for- 
tunately, has led to these fundamental bases of agreement. 


We say fortunately, because we are following a constructive course for a realistic, 
peaceful solution with a decisive step toward accelerating an end to colonialism on 
the American continent, with a view toward the reintegration of Central America. 


The understanding of the people of Belize has led to guaranteeing for our country a 
sizable area of dominion in the zone of the keys and the adjacent sea, in a definite 
comprehension of Guatemala's need for sufficient space to satisfy its minimum na- 
tional interest and for regional development. 


The free ports, free transit on expanded, modern highways, oil pipelines, joint infra- 
structure projects and joint exploitation of natural resources will promote accel- 
erated development and will lead to a positive, fruitful tie between Guatemala and 
Belize. Never before had a better possibility been offered to our peoples for rap- 
prochement and productive coexistence. 


We have always maintained that the best guarantee for an independent Belize lies in 
an equitable, lasting solution of the Anglo-Guatemalan dispute. And this opinion 
has also been expressed in the British Parliament. But everythin, does not stop 
with that assurance of peace. Por Belize, encouraging, favorable prospects are open- 
ing up with a view to the broad field offered by the openin«e up of Guatemala and 
Central America to its trade, its development in general and its relations in every 
respect. For Guatemala, also, a stimulating expansion becomes favorable for devel- 
opment of an area that has always been at a disadvantage owing to the Belize Enclave, 
which from now on will become feasible for the common well-being, by means of acti- 
vities and undertakings that can give considerable prosperity to both of us. 


Undoubtedly, direct dealing by negotiation is still the best means for settling dif- 
erences, for ensuring, as is now true of Belize and Guatemala, h* monious, edifying 
coexistence of positive benefit to our peoples. 


10,042 
SO: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTLON INTER-AMERICAN AFFALRS 


NICARAGUAN HUMAN RIGITS LEADER ON TALKS WITH VENEZUELAN PRES LDENT 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 26 Mar 81 Sec D p 4 


| Interview with Jose Esteban Gonzalez, coordinator of human rights in Nicaragua; date 
and place not given) 


[Excerpt] President Hertera received the coordinator of human rights in Nicaragua, Jose 
Esteban Gonzalez. 


[Question] Would you tell us a little about your trial? 


[Anewer] This is the fourth time that I have talked with the president since the 
period of insurrection in Nicaragua, and this time the purpose of my visit is to 
thank President Herrera, his government and the Venezuelan people for their extraor- 
dinary solidarity which made my liberation possible despite the obvious intention of 
certain radical sectors of the Nicaraguan Government to keep me in jail until I 
rotted, as I had been told. 


Lbelieve that the Nicaraguan situation has again acquired a continental and worldwide 
Significance. The Nicaraguan revolution is not an isolated incident which occurred 
in July 1979, but rather a slow process that has had very constructive phases but 
that has had some very disturbing phases lately. For example, I shall cite a few 
incidents: the shutdown of the human rights standing committee, which was really a 
repressive act, without any legal, moral or political grounds. 


[Question] And your imprisonment? 


[Answer] The incarceration of which I was a victim is also an attack on the human 
rights committee itself. A completely dilatory law was applied to me, and I was 
subjected to a political trial. 


Recently, the democratic sectors in the country have been attacked by sectors mobi- 
lized from certain semiofficial or official agencies linked with the Sandinist Front. 
There have been attacks on the residences and offices of the political parties, the 
homes of leaders have been set afire and many activists from the democratic sectors 
have been assaulted by mobs, and sometimes physically mistreated. I am not claiming 
that the government, or the Government Junta, has ordered that abuse; but it is evi- 
dent that there has been a certain amount of tolerance, and pretending not to notice, 
and there has been what I would call a kind of "“putsch." We view with concern the 
fact that this closely resembles the procedures used in Central Europe, Italy and 
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Spain, at certain times, and in Germany during the fascist era. Thus, we are dia- 
turbed to note that a democratic revolution has on occasion much in common with 
totalitarian procedures, both of the extreme right and the extreme left. 


Now 1 would like to state that my presence in Venezuela is part of a tour that I 
intend to take of certain Latin American and European countries, not to offer a 
negative image of the Nicaraguan process, but rather to report objectively on what 
has occurred and on what is occurring, and to seek solutions for a continental and 
worldwide democratic soli arity. 


Il was arrested on 19 February, and I left prison early in March. I was jailed for 

a total of 12 days. It was a short interval, but when one is in jail, especially 
when subjected to much pressure of a psychological nature, it is really an experience 
that I would not wish on anyone. IL consider it important to reconsider the need for 
worldwide and Latin American solidarity with the case of Nicaraguo. 


[Question] What future do you discern for Nicaragua, considering the situation that 
it is experiencing at present? 


[Answer] I belive that we are really at a crossroads, from which there are opportu- 
nities to surmount the crisis; and that the crisis is of an economic, political, 
social and moral nature. There is even a threat of bloodshed, owing to the dissatis- 
faction of vast Indian sectors in the northeastern section of the country, whose 
top-ranking leader is Stedman Fagoth Muller, who is now in jail. This concern has 
prompted the Bishops Conference to request a dialog with the government, to prevent 
the situation from becoming worse. There is such a large shortage of foreign exchange 
that there is no money, there are no dollars to import wheat. The outlook for next 
year is that agricultural production will decline. That is part of the problem. The 
solution would be for the government of national reconstruction to be realistic and 
consistent with the historical background of this revolutionary process. Somoza's 
dictatorial government was not overthrown by a part of the Nicaraguan people, but 
rather by the entire Nicaraguan people; and just as there was unity in overthrowing 
Somoza, there must be unity in the new government, and not a progressive destruc- 
tion or division of the country. Moreover, the solidarity of Venezuela, the soli- 
darity of Mexico, and the solidarity of the Andean Pact and the OAS as a whole has 
been absolutely essential. So we must seek, just as is being sought in Venezuela, 
an agreement among the democratic parties. We in Nicaragua must seek a convergence 
of all sectors of the country, if the process is not to be lost a.d if we are not 

to find ourselves in a new crisis, with greater suffering for the Nicaraguan people, 
more destruction of the country, and possibly a disturbance of the regional peace. 


Luis Herrera's Position 


We asked Jose Esteban Gonzalez about the influence of President Herrera on the situ- 
ation of Nicaragua. He summarized it thusly: 


"I made a proposal to President Herrera of some of these ideas that I have mentioned 
‘o you; that is, the need for a continental interest in putting the problem of Nica- 
ragua on the agenda again. The president received me in the most cordial manner 
possible, and expressed very great interest in Nicaragua's problems. President 
Herrera enjoys much sympathy and respect in Nicaragua, especially among the popular 
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sectors, and in the government itself, because President Herrera’'a government has 
shown solidarity in a practical, effective manner, by supplying oil at preferential 
prices, or through preferential treaties and contracts, by donating more than 1,000 
dwellings, and through 4 series of cultural agreements. An extensive avenue in the 
capital iteelf will be constructed, bearing the name of the liberator. Thus, Luis 
Herrera is a highly respected, greatly admired and much Loved man in Nicaragua, 
among all sectors of the country. Hise moral authority would enable him, along 

with other continental leaders, cto wield a highly conatructive influence which 

the government of Nicaragua could by no means disdain.” 


2909 
CSO: 4010 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMP RICAN AFFALRS 


HONDURAS SEEN AS REFUGE FOR SALVADORAN SUBVERSIVES 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Mar 41 p 56 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The etaff of the Democratic Revolutionary Front of El Salvador, 
which includes all the leftist organizations, may have turned Honduras into its 
area for logistic strategy and refuge. 


This was reported yesterday to LA PRENSA by special sources, who also indicated that 
several Salvadoran leftist leaders have been seen ir various public places in Tegu- 
cigalpa, San Pedro Sula and Choluteca,. 


Moreover, those leaders have received all the protection from their Honduran friends, 
especially from the organizations that sympathize with the leftist guerrillas in the 
neighboring country. 


The source told LA PRENSA that many popular organizations have found it necessary 
to make small outlays to pay for their food, housing, transportation and other 
expenses, so that the Salvadoran leaders may move about with greater equanimity 
on national territory. 


A source from the Public Security Force, when asked about the information that the 
latter had on this presence, would only say that, “It is true...they are moving 
about there...let us hope that they do not meddle in problems in our country...." 
The source who supplied us with the information aleo noted that those Salvadoran 
leftist leaders have entered national territory as “refugees” or through the blind 
spots that facilitate their movement on national territory, espec.ally at the 
present time when no Hondurans carry official documentation identifying them as 
such. 


It was claimed that the presence of those Salvadoran leaders is disturbing because 
of the fact that they are also being pursued by the extreme right, which might 
attack them here in Honduras and later try to say that it was done by the Honduran 
authorities. 


tt was claimed that those leaders often meet in the “houses of some friends" to 
make plans for the harassment of the Salvadoran Armed Forces. The instructions 
are sent through special messengers who travel constantly to El Salvador, using 
other activities as a pretext. 
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Certain Salvadoran leaders who have been seen in our country carry arms, an extreme 
action which might prove very dangerous if they should at any time have a clash 
with the Honduran authorities or with those who come pursuing them from El Salvador. 


Finally, it was reported that Honduras is a kind of “sanctuary” for the leftist 
leaders of Central America; and that is why Guatemalans, Salvadorans, Nicaraguans 
and Costa Ricans meet here to plan the strategy to be followed and to give instruc- 
tions to their sympathizers in Honduras, especially with respect to "solidarity 
campaigns,” so as to give the impression of the “internationalization of the libera- 
tion struggle of the Central American peoples." 


2909 
CSO: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


ARGENTINA, GUATEMALA SIGN FINANCIAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 18 Mar 81 p 27 


(Text) A financial cooperation agreement was signed recently in Buenos Aires between 
the central banks of Guatemala and Argentina. 


In accordance with the agreement just signed, Argentina makes $30 million available 
to Guatemala to be used for the purchase of goods and equipment manufactured in Ar- 
gentina. 


The objective of the agreement is to increase the trade ties in existence between 
private enterprises in both countries. 


It also acts as a supplement of other agreements signed and to be signed including 
one that attempts to smooth the way for Guatemalan products on the Argentine market. 


The Guatemalan private sector will benefit through the financial agreement by re- 
ceiving credit for the goods that they normally consume coming from Argentina and, 
in addition, it will divert to that country part of the purchases made in the rest 
of the world when an attractive financial offer is found that goes along with the 
quality and price of the Argentine products. 


The conditions are amply favorable to the Guatemalan private sector and are consid- 
erably below the interest rates charged by international banks in their normal 
transactions. 

The Central Bank of the Argentine Republic will collect 7.5 percent on debit balances 
by way of interest on transactions performed and the terms of the loans vary depend- 
ing on the kind of products bought. 

Capital goods: 9 years. 

Durable and semidurable consumer goods: 3.5 years. 

ther qoods: from 180 days to 1! year. 


“hnical services, research, studies and consultations: depends on amount and kind 
of service. 
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Complete industrial plants under turnkey contracts, including technology transfer 
and training of labor force: depends on a special agreement between central banks, 
but the conditions cannot be lower than the ones granted for capital goods. 


Ships: 11 years. 


Circuit banks will be responsible for channeling requests by Guatemalan buyers and 
the Bank of Guatemala is preparing instructions for facilitating transactions. 


After arranging agreements directly with Argentine buyers [sic] on the technical and com- 
mercial conditions of the requests, Guatemalan buyers will request a bank in the sys-~- 
tem to finance the transaction. Thus, the bank selected will forward the request to 
the Bank of Guatemala, which will inform the Argentine Central Bank by telex and this 
bank, in turn, will have a record of the transaction by means of the report submitted 
to a bank in the Argentine circuit by the exporter. 


The Central Bank of the Argentine Republic will approve the transaction, reporting 
this fact to the Bank of Guatemala. 


The Guatemalan circuit bank will then proceed to open irrevokable documentary credits 
in favor of the Argentine exporter payable against shipping documents by the bank in 
the borrowing country. 


By means of direct mechanisms, the Bank of Guatemala, in turn, will pay the notes to 
the Central Bank of the Argentine Republic as soon as they are collected from the 
buyer through the local private bank. 


In short, the Guatemalan buyer will have business relations with his Argentine sup- 
plier and with his transaction bank of which he will request financing and to which 
he wil pay the documents in due time when they become due. 


Thus, by means of a direct, rapid mechanism, new investments in industrial plants 
will be generated in Guatemala, because the development of business will make it 
possible to amortize and pay off the debt, with the help of a low interest rate. 


Once more, Argentina displays its active participation in Guatemala's development, 
demonstrating that cooperation and mutual assistance between sister countries is 
the most suitable mechanism for achieving an improvement of the standard of living 
of the inhabitants of Central and South America. 


10,042 
CSO: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ARTY OPPOSED TO UNLON WLTH ANTIGUA WINS IN BARBUDA POLL 


hrdidvetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 25 Mar 81 p 3 


| Text | 


CSO: 


3025 


ST JOHN's, Ant 

(CANA) — a "Berbude 

People’ 5 ra 8 OPM) 
for secession from 


mandate from the peeple to 
break away from the central 
Antigua oo - 
Antigue and Basbuda are 
pected become independent of 
in this year 

» ruling party in Antigua 
Barbuda, the Antigua 
Party lost the only seat 

it held in the five-member 


James was beateo by « BPM 
newcomer 


A statement issued by 
the BPM just before the elec- 
tion. promised the Barbuda 


clectorate “full | independence in 
the long run,"’ but it said that the 


people ‘must gradually 
and he — for it ° 


The L}'’M statement said that 
the BPM. would first seek 
colonia! status with Britain or 
seek tu remain an asseciated 
state. If those two alternatives 
fail, the BPM mised to ‘seek 
association with other friendly 
nations thich the people desire. 


The statement ex that 
colonial status with Britain 
would mean that aid mamey 
from Britesa or any other 
yan country would go 
direclly to the island, and it 
would 2 ° full control of its own 
affaars 


The Council, however, con- 
ceded thai associate statehood 
status with Britain ‘‘would be 
costly at this time and the island 
would need more advice."’ 
However. the party statement 
said if it were to © seek the hard 
alternative of havin an 
association with friend! 
countries, ‘it wished to make it 
clear that it would want no such 
relationship wi tigua or any 
commun * 


It added, “If we give the 
British Government the im- 





The statement concluded, ‘‘let 
us convince them that we are 
seria. Let them see that when 
we say ‘wenar go,” we mean ‘we 
nar go". 

“We-nar go," is a slogar used 
by the Barbudans iv ‘icating 
that they will nat go ato in- 
dependence with Antiguse 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
CHILE 


MINISTER ROJAS COMMENTS ON FUTURE FOREIGN POLICY 
Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 28 Mar 61 pp 1A, 16A 
[Text] Foreign Relations Minister Rene Rojas Galdames said that Chile's domestic 


and foreign situation is “easier and better" and that foreign policy will be switch- 
ed from a defensive one to a participatory one. 





The foreign minister made these statements yesterday while presiding over the 
ceremony during the closing session of the second general meeting of chiefs of 
missions held in the Diego Portales Building. 


Rojas said that changes in Chile's foreign policy will be in the sense of "from 
4 slightly defensive tone toward the true traditional vocation, that is to say, 
participatory.” 


He aleo stressed the fact that the situation on the international scene is “quite 
positive since there has been a visible and evident improvement.” He added that 
“there ‘s interest, respect, and admiration for Chile's economic growth, our 
domestic system, and many of the government's achievements in recent years." 


He noted that Chile will participate on the foreign scene through its embassy and 

in the international organizations with “that ag,ressiveness which has a very 
special meaning for us, the meaning of Chile's presence, of being involved in all 
actions with our flag, proving that we are a powerful country, a live country wits 
imagination, a country which has something to say in the international concern, 
something to sell, and something to buy, something to observe and something to show.” 
Foreign Minister Rene Rojas said that the second meeting of ambassadors was a suc- 
cess since it permitted an exchange of information, analysis, and study of the 
international situation as well as the institutional status and development of 

Chile. 

"The ambassadors,” he pointed out, “are now in a position to be the bearers and 
disseminators of the real Chilean situation abroad, in a much better than they have 
been able to do so far.” He added that this was an information and exchange meeting 
where the ambassadors received clear and precise instructions from the president 

of the republic “in the light of a changing world and the Chilean realities." 
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Rojas said that all of the conclusions of the meeting are very positive, particular- 
ly mentioning the tremendous economic growth, the social advances, as well as the 
political stability and law and order that have developed in the country, 


He aleo said that the ambassadors had expressed their satisfaction with the results 
of this gathering, emphasizing the opportunity they had to listen to the ministers 
of atate and to the words of the president of the republic himself. 


Ambassador Fxutraordinary 


Minister Rojas also talked about the appointment of Army Gen Enrique Morel Donoso 
as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the government of Chile, noting 
that this is another step taken by President Pinochet and that he will do important 
work in an agile and modern foreign office. 


lie indicated that this kind of “visiting ambassador," is nothing new in the world 
and that countries such as the United States, France, and Spain have such officials. 
“General Morel," he said, “will visit Chilean missions abroad in accordance with 

a plan which we are drawing up in keeping with instructions issued by the president 
of the republic. He will be able to explore the situation on the spot, he will have 
instructions, and he will do a job that is enormously important for us.” 


Situation by Areas 


Regarding Chile's situation in terms of geographic areas, foreign minister Rojas 
explained that the country's entire foreign policy must have an area on which it 
is based. "In the case of Chile,” he said, “that is America and our major effort 
will be aimed at maintaining the best relations and to develop ourselves primarily 
within Latin America, our America, as well as North America.” 


He added that the country's good relations with Western Europe are traditional and 
“we will certainly develop them and try to improve then.” 


Questioned as to bilateral relations with Argentina, the foreign minister said that 
the situation regarding that country is normal and that "we have the problem of 
mediation which is in the hands of the Pope, along with our faith and the certainty 
that we will arrive at a solution which is what we all want.” 


5058 
CSO: 3010 
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COUN TRY SECTION CHLLE 


RODRIGUEZ URGES GREATER GOVERNMENT DIALOG WITH PROPLE 
Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 29 Mar 81 p 1 
[Article by Pablo Rodriquez Gres: “Political Analysie--Sertoue Defictency"] 


[Text] As everybody knows, the channels of participation have been closed since 
September 1973, In my judgment, this restriction was an indispensable prerequisite 
for saving the country from the chaotic situation in which Marxiem and the anachron- 
istic vices of the institutional system had flung it. The reopening of those chan- 
nels must be accomplished in a gradual manner if we want to avoid excesses which 
inevitably would be caused by an abrupt return to normalcy. Hence the importance 

of the period of transition which is designed, experimentally, to get the new 
political structures moving. 


The decline, which the political parties are experiencing, will continue over the 
next 8 years. That was announced by the chief of state during his speech on 11 
March in constitutionally assuming the office of president of the republic. For 

that same period of time, the legislative branch will be handled by the Government 
Junta, a not at all happy term which however has apparently been retained for his- 
torical reasons. We must therefore conclude that the lack of political communica- 
tion between the citizens and the higher agencies of the government will continue 

to exist. This phenomenon will tend to get worse as modernization plans are develop- 
ed in depth and most of those plans have been implemented without letting public opinion 
-=-through the publicity media--in on the scope and projection of those plans. The 
failure to note this vacuum in time and the failure to adopt measures designed to 
fill it may have pernicious consequences in the future by convuls‘ng the social 
environment and causing widespread discontent. 


Communications Policy 


To solve this problem it is necessary to formulate a coherent mass communications 
policy which will make it possible, on all levels, to inform, to analyze, and, 

finally, to get everybody to share in the solutions and innovations introduced by 
the administration. It is not enough--as one might think superficially--to have 
the capacity and fluidity of some personalities in tranemitting a piece of news 

or disclosing the significance of an act or move by the authorities. Much, much 
more is demanded. The lack of organic channels for citizen participation forces 
us to find a substitute which will link the various sectors of the country to the 
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government and which will involve them in the directives issued by the government, 
Without spontaneous popular support, the modernization measures will be unstable and 
will not survive far beyond the military regime, Nor is it enough--ae is sometimes 
believed mistakenly~-generally to exalt the virtues of liberty. It is indispensable 
for each and every one of ue to be aware of the advisability and justice of each 
reform and to approach criticiem with a conatructive spirit, Otherwise, there will 
be growing opposition, with an almost imperceptible lose of the support that is 
being given to the armed forces now and that will further increase the resistance 
Which comes blindiy and unsuccessfully from traditional partisaniem. 


The latest laws promulgated by the Military Junta confirm the legitimacy of my fears, 
The Law on Universities, the Law on Professional Associations, and the merger of 
labor justice with civil justice have triggered a vast and bitter debate which in 
no way favors the administration of General Pinochet, Apart from their advantages 
or shortcomings, this has resulted in simultaneous and insufficiently explained 
injury to the interests of a large number of professional people who until yes- 
terday were members of academia, who were in the labor sector and who--with or 
without good reason--believe that a major institutional gain has been wiped out 

and that includes dedicated leaders of professional associations who now find that 
the contro! of professional ethics and the exercise of their specialized activity 
depend on the benefits of a presumed economic competition. None of the laws should 
have been promulgated without the persons covered by them first being able to 

gauge the advantages of each bill as well as the manner in which it would fit into 
the constitutional framework approved by the plebiscite of 11 September. 


Political Stability 


There are those who say that the hermetic situation in which these laws were passed 
is a necessary requirement in order to make progress in modernization policies, 
Although this may work some day, it is totally without foundation today. Nothing 
of what has been achieved in Chile in recent times would have been possible without 
the support which the population gave and still gives each day to the chief of 
state so overwhelmingly. The investment of his political capital has made it pos- 
sible to implement measures which, under different conditions, would be utopian and 
impracticable. Idonot believe that petty ambitions or Machiavellian designs are 
conspiring against President Pinochet. But it does not make sense to me to proceed 
without the slightest bit of political savvy at a moment when we are beginning 
a constitutional phase of profound historical significance. 


With the exception of the elitist groups that aspire to take over control of the 
future with formulas which in no way differ from the traditional methods, we, the 
supporters of the administration, watch with fear as we observe the continued post- 
ponement of the establishment of a true social power. Only a force of that nature 
will be capable of projecting itself into the future and giving strength to the job 
done by the armed forces. In a similar manner, the absence of 4 mass communica- 
tions policy will drive an ever wider wedge between the rulers and the governed 

and will open a wide gap which will be skillfully exploited by those who nurture 
hopes for a bloody revenge. 


5058 
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COUNTRY SECTLON CHILE 


JUNTA MEMBER TORIBIO MERINO INTERVIEWED 





Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA 5 Apr 81 pp 6, 7 


[Interview with Navy Commander-in-Chief Adm Jose Toribio Merino by Maria Eugenia 
Oyarzun: “The Economy Must Serve the Nation, Not Just a Few") 


{Text} With 50 years of service in the Navy, one of the great 
passions of his life, Adm Jose Toribio Merino, Navy Commander- 
in-Chief, is a man of many facets. Behind a delicate but some- 
times grim face we find a person who in some ways is perhaps 
timid, with a fine sense of irony and a great dose of kindness. 
He detests fools and believes that, if human beings were to 
practice Christ's commandment “love thy neighbor as thyself," 
mankind would get along much better; he admits that he has lost 
some of his privacy due to his job. During his few free hours, 
he loves to listen to music, read, work on his stamp collection, 
and paint. He is a good painter, although he does not like to 
talk about “those things.” On 11 March, a new responsibility 
fell on the shoulders of Adm Merino: as member of the Government 
Junta, he is aleo a member of the executive branch which he 

also presides over. We talked to the Navy Commander-in-Chief 
for an hour and a half in his office in the Defense Ministry 
which is decorated by a huge oil painting of Arturo Prat, the 
hero of the Pacific War. Sometimes expressing his opinions with 
great passion and at other times marking every syllable in his 
responses, Adm Merino talked about various topics raised by us 
in our conversation with him, from problems relating to tne 
economic system, via the political parties, all the way to the 
motives behind the assassination attempt againt the President 

of the United States. “Chile's future lies in copper. It cannot 
be returned to private control.” “It is not true that the economy 
can be efficient only if it is in private hands.” “The hand of 
Marxism is behind the assassination attempt against President 
Reagan." “The communists killed Letelier.” "All of Chile is a 
single political party.” “Well done!" for Julio Philippi. 
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“o Transition 


Question: A new stage began in Chile on 11 March during which we launched the 

1980 Political Constitution and Army Gen Augusto Pinochet assumed the presidency of 
the republic for a term of 8 years, Wow would you describe that phase? As "pre- 
democratic?” Ae transition? As full democracy? 


Anewer: Thies ie a phase which has been misnamed a transition phase but there is no 
transition, Transition means accomplishing a transit anu we are not involved in 

any traneit along 4 new political avenue, The country continues to follow the same 
political path which it has been following ever since the departure of Mr Allende, 
with the only difference that, ever since 11 March, we have had a president of the 
republic and therefore an executive branch which is perfectly separate from the 
legislative branch. Gen Pinochet acts a president of the republic. We, the Govern- 
ment Junta, act as the legislative branch. But the political criteria that inspired, 
moved, and outlined Chile's image in the world as an anticommunist, democratic 
country with extraordinary social sensitivity from 11 September 1973 until today, 
are the same. There is no transition, It is simply the perfection of a political 
system that is advancing and that is carrying this advance toward a better future. 


Question: Unlike Gen Matthei, you would thus not describe it as a predemocratic 
period? 


It Is Democracy 


Anewer: But why “pre?” Does the “pre” mean that it was not democratic before and 
that it is not democratic now? This system was the product of a Political Consti- 
tution which was approved by 67 percent of the population last September. We did 
not deceive anybody. This was not like what Mr Allende did who, after having been 
elected president by a minority, declared that he would establish a socialist 
system in Chile although nobody had approved that. Who in Chile approved Allende's 
socialiam? Nobody. He was elected by only 30 percent and after that Chile began 
to embark on a journey that brought it to its destruction. That was democratic? 
That was not democratic because nobody had the right to vote; you either did what 
the JAP [Supply and Price Board] told you to do or you did not eat, etc. 


Question: Admiral, do you believe that democracy can be measured only by elections? 


Answer: No. Democracy is the most important barometer of all and it is measured 

by relations between human beings; if those human beings can live in liberty, if 
they can exercise their rights, if their lives are safe, if they have health and 
education. If they have all that, they live in a democracy. Security is no obliga- 
tion. Democracy is the essence of coexistence, where you accept the defects of 
others and where you live with them without wiping them out, without destroying 
them, which is what happens under the tyrannies. 


Question: According to the Constitution, the Government Junta must assume legisla- 
tive and constitutional power. As Navy Commander-in-Chief and member of the Govern- 
ment Junta, what do you think about the responsibilities that have fallen to you? 
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Anewer: Lt is true that we hold constituent power but for a constitutional reform 
to be effective, we must consult the country through a plebiscite, Consequently, 
although it ie true that the Government Junta or the president can propose amend- 
ments to the Constitution, that means something only the moment the people approve 
the idea through a plebiscite, What does that mean? Undoubtedly that we are 
living in a democracy. It is the people who says yes or no, regardless of the 
amendment that somebody wants to introduce. 


Now, as far as my responsibility is concerned, the moment I can approve, present, 
or amend the laws and once they have been promulgated, they will become obligatory 
for all Chileans. The responsibility is enormous since any mistake or error that 
might be committed would mean that somebody would have to suffer the consequences 
of that error. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that we all feel the responsibility 
implied by our obligation to legislate for all Chileans and in such a form that 
this legislation will be equitable, fair, and for the good of all. 


Question: The first legislative commission you preside over deals with some highly 
Significant aspects. What will be the motions which you will advance in the con- 
stitutional area, in the field of the economy, finance, and mining? 


Answer: There are undoubtedly some motions but they are now under study. Therefore, 
they are not public for the time being. According to our opinion and in accordance 
with what the constitution says, motions reaching the Junta are classified by it 
before starting discussion or study to determine whether they are secret or public. 
Public are those motions which are considered to be so by the Junta and those con- 
cerning defense or national security are classified. Right now we are beginning 

to legislate. There are bills but they have not yet been sufficiently studied to 
decide whether they can be released to the public. 


Copper Mining Industry Will Not Be Returned to Private Control 


Question: Admiral, do you agree with the statement made by the president of the 
republic to the effect that large-scale copper mining will not be turned over to 
the private sector or returned to private control? 


Answer: Totally. Large-scale copper mining is one of Chile's biggest industries, 
as a nation and as a people. Chile has one-third or one-quarter of the world's 
copper industry, not only in terms of size but also in terms of the capital assets 
involved. This industry will continue to grow as we continue to exploit the 
deposits owned by CODELCO [Copper Corporation]. This undoubtedly will mean major 
investments. We have to agree on one thing that is very important, somethings 
which I do not know whether the Chileans have realized as yet and that is that the 
“ajority of the world's petroleum companies are interested in making investments 
in copper in Chile. Why? Apparently because--and my impression is that this is 
really true--the petroleum resource as a cheap energy element, which powered the 
economy of the world and enabled the developed countries to offer the world manu- 
‘actured products using raw material turned out by the less developed countries, 
disappearing. It is simply barbarous to continue to use it in that form because, 
en the petroleum is gone, all of the plastics and synthetics which we have now 
will not exist any longer either. In other words, petroleum is the raw material 
and if we waste it on fuel, if we use it for the exhaust pipes of cars, then there 
will no petroleum to produce all of the plastic products we use today, products 


26 














which have become an integral of man's life, such as fibers, containers, furniture, 
cars, ete, Everything is plastic, Consequently, those people who know about this 
are thinking of aluminum and aluminum can continue to be an element competing with 
copper only to the extent that the generation of electricity ia so cheap that it 
makes it possible to convert bauxite into aluminum, But if electric energy becomes 
expensive because places where there is bauxite have no water power=based energy 
and must use petroleum, then aluminum will cease to be a competitor of copper. 
Consequently, what is it that the petroleum companies are seeing? What is theit 
great vision of the future? They can see that they will need an element that can 
transmit energy with minimum loss, at minimum cost, and maximum benefit, It is 

not for nothing that the petroleum companies are investing millions of dollars in 
some deposits of Chilean copper. They do that because the future is there and 
Chile has 25 percent of the world's copper reserve. And when those 25 percent of 
Chilean reserves are gone, then Chile will have no other similar source of wealth, 
unless we take it out of the sea, But since the Chileans have not yet wanted to 
look toward the sea, they must be concerned with making sure that they can run 
their own copper industry themselves. To run it themselves, the Chileans must 

have contre! of the state and control of the state they can get through CODELCO and 
this is why that outfit has to continue to be Chilean. 


Besides, IL believe that the only ones who will perhaps be able to produce cheap 
aluminum will be us, Chileans, because, in the Baker area, there is some volume of 
electric energy which we are not using and in South Africa there is some quantity 
of bauxite, but they do not have cheap energy there. It would seem obvious that, 
in the not too distant furture, mixed South African and Chilean companies would be 
formed to utilize our hydroelectric and South African bauxite to turn it into 
aluminum, 


Dogmat ism 


Question: Some economists maintain that one cannot implement a real social market 
economy without turning copper over to the private sector. 


Answer: Lf somebody thinks that the economy is supposed to make man happy, then the 
direction of the economy must be such that this effect will be brought about and 
if some elements of the country's economy require government control so that the 
inhabitants of that country will be happy, this is going to have to be so, Any 
other--unproven--dogma to the effect that the economy is effective only if it is 
controlled by the private sector simply does not hold water; that would be a dogma 
that makes no sense and that can be connected only with communist or totalitarian 
dogmatism which seeks to fool the people with pretty words to sell its ideas which 
boil down to the class struggle, hatred, hunger, revolution, war, and death, The 
economy is not here to see to it that some people will be happier than others. 

The economy is here to serve the nation and it is the obligation of the government 
to serve its people, the entire country, not just a few, 


Little Congress 


Question: Is the Junta a parliament? 
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Anawer: 1 would say that the Junta, which holds legislative power, ie like a 
little congress, but not so little after all because it consiate of more than 60 
or 80 persons who work and who are all specialists in something. Since we have so 
many commissions and so many different subjects to take up, we must have special~ 
late for all of them, Most of the advisors are university professors, highly 
skilled people who work without pay for the most part, and who know much more 

than the employees of some ministry because the latter are career civil servants 
and therefore do not have to be as specialized, This is why I am very confident 
that the final product will be a law that will be almost perfect and that will 
reconcile political criteria with technical criteria, 





Question: Did you ever think that you would be in power some day and that you would 
have the authority to legislate? 


Anewer: I do not call that power; I think that I am discharging an obligation 
which fell to me because that was part of the obligation to serve the fatherland 
which all of us have in one activity or another, I did not go looking for that 
job. 1 am serving my country in the place in which destiny put me. I can tell 
you that I never in my life turned my nose up at destiny. Today I am almost a 
fatalist. I believe that a man who wants to change his destiny--to his own benefit 
or to the benefit of some other cause--is going to fail if he does not have the 
necessary background to cope with that other type of destiny. 


Question: Do you not believe that people somehow can shape their own destinies? 


Answer: Undoubtedly. It depends on your training, on your education, in other 
words, you “make your own fate," as people say, but making your own fate means that, 
if destiny creates a problem for you, you have to solve it, you have to tackle it, 
and you cannot stand aside and say “let George do it." This is why I believe that 
destiny confronted me with this problem and I could not ignore it. My studies did 
help me. I am a professor of geopolitics and logistics and I have a series of 
elements of knowledge which give me a certain ability to be able to do something at 
a moment when Chile badly needed that skill. 


I believe in challenges. I believe in challenges so much that I will tell you some- 
thing anecdotic., When I was a lieutenant, they confronted me with a challenge: that 
I would not be able to ride a motorcycle. Well, I rode a motorcycle for 5 years, 

I broke eight ribs. but I accepted the challenge because I thought that this was a 
test which was designed to determine to what extent I could face ‘anger. 


No Private Life 


(uestion: Admiral, how much more complicated has your life gotten as a result of the 
important jobs you hold? 


Anower: Well, my private life has practically ceased to exist. I cannot go out into 
the street alone, I cannot do anything alone. I have changed to a totally different 
ife in which there is a minimum of "privacy." The only private moment comes when 
| shut myself in my office in my home to read or to listen to music or paint or to 
work with my stamps. I love to drive my own car, alone and fast. But I cannot do 

that now. 
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-larxiem 


Question: President Ronald Reagan has just been the victim of a terrorist attack, 
What do you think about that? 


Anewer: | want to be very frank and my thinking springe from a visceral hatred of 
communiom, I am absolutely sure, in epite of what Brezhnev says, that the Soviets 
would have been happy if President Reagan had died. Terroriem is a tool of com- 
muniem to produce worry in governments and to create the need for adopting anti- 
popular and restrictive measures in the life of the nation in order to guarantee 
the security of the people. The first obligation of a ruler is to provide security 
for the life of his people because we achieve nothing by providing education and 
all the other things if the individual is dead. We has to be alive. This is proof 
that communiem will stop at nothing. When communiem says that yes is no and when 
President Reagan is alive, that is because the man who did the shooting-<-and do not 
come to me with little stories about a fellow who was in love with a girl, etc,-- 
failed. George Wallace is confined to a wheelchair now. Park was killed by the 
communists, Mre, Park also died in Korea, There are two dead Kennedys. What they 
want to do is to force President Reagan to issue a gun control law which is very 
unpopular in the United States, I have lived in the United States and anybody can 
buy a rifle with a telescopic sight, with a .7 caliber, to kill elephants, but also 
to kill another human being, and all you have to do is show your driver's license. 


This is the action of communism against a man who, for the first time over the past 
10 years of government in the United States, has stopped the Soviet Union from using 
the tactics which it had been employing to conquer the world without firing a single 
shot. The only shots that the Soviets fired were in Afghanistan, due to a political 
and strategic intelligence situation estimate error by the Soviet KGB [State Security 
Committee] in dealing with the central government. They kicked out and did away 
with all those people but obviously that does not appear in the newspapers, 


Question: Do you believe that other motives are behind what that 25-year old boy 
did? 


Answer: Sure. Why did Lee Harvey Oswald die if he had so much to tell? Why did 
Orlando Letelier die? Did the Chileans order him killed? We Chileans would have 
had to be very clumsy to have ordered the killing of Letelier. You have to remember 
that the United Nations Assembly met 10 days after the assassination and we were 

in the dock for having ousted a government which the Soviets said was democratic. 
Killing Letelier on Embassy Row was only an act of brutes. However, if you read 
the book "El Ultimo Concilio,” which is not dedicated to Chile, written by a Jesuit 
father, it says two things that are tremendously important: the infiltration of 
communism into the top-level institutions and that Letelier was killed by the com- 
munist parties because of the knowledge he had of the top leaders of international 
communism, a knowledge he could use against them tomorrow. This is why, knowing 
the attitude of the communists all over the world, it is very difficult for me to 
think that the fancy story of that youngster John Hinkley--who made the attempt on 
the life of President Reagan--is true, simply because he was supposed to have been 
in love with a girl and the girl did not pay any attention to him, 
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Antiterroriat Law 
Question: Admiral, how do you believe that terrorism should be combatted in Chile? 


Anawer: There is only one way to fight terrorism and that is to eliminate it, 

To eliminate terroriam, since ite roots are not national, you would have to eli- 
minate first of all che government of Cuba in America because that is a center for 
the production of terrorism on the continent, a center for the dissemination of 
communist doctrine. The Cuba of today--not its people who is not to be blamed-~- 
is a cancer on all America, I am talking about the government of Cuba, The other 
source of terrorism is Moscow itself and Ur Corvalan has for some time now been 
trying to remind us what the Soviet Union wants to do with Chile. There are laws 
against terrorism but the complete body of laws to fight terrorism has not yet 
been put together. This is why we are working on that and this is why the Ministry 
of Justice has been directed to draft a bill to be studied then by the Government 
Junta in its capacity as a legislative body. Quite by chance, terrorism in Chile 
is only one form of attacking the administration that has not yet managed to 
frighten public opinion which continues to work in peace and has confidence in 
achieving investments because it knows that this country will continue to go for- 
ward and will not be destroyed by terrorism. 


Question: Worldwide, do you believe it possible that terrorism could be done away 
with? 


Answer: No. Only if you can pass antiterrorist laws on a world level in the 
civilized countries, In other words, in all those countries that do not belong to 
the Soviet orbit because the countries behind the Iron Curtain are slave countries, 


Question: Do you think that the terrorists--as some authors think--always have 
; sychopathic problems? 


Answer: I believe that this is so because for a person to be an unpaid assassin-- 
because the terrorists say that they are idealists--he would have to have a 
suicide complex, This is because in the majority of cases the terrorist is caugnt 
and killed. He is like the Russian nihilist. The nihilists who blew up Tsar 
Alexander III were crazy in the eyesof the people at that time; but they were not 
crazy; their hatred of the tsar was so great that it did not matter to them that 
they would die with him. So there has to be some kind of mental imbalance. But 
those persons are exploited by men who want to create a situation of disturbance 
and terror in the various countries so that the governments will have to pass harsh 
laws. 


Soviet Vessels 
Question: Several days ago, vessels flying the Soviet, Cuban, and other socialist 


country flags were off the coast of Chile. Do you believe that fishing was their 
only objective? 


Answer: There is one great truth. The last book published by Dr Monckeberg points 
out--to the shame of the Chilean fishermen--that South Atlantic tuna can be found 
at no more than 250 miles from the coast. South Atlantic tuna is very heavy, 








weighing 90 or 100 kilograms each, as caught by the Japanese using the 30-mile 
spinel system, We, Chileans have been unable to go after that tuna; using acien- 
tific vessels, the Russians however managed to draft an ocean map of the entire 
world; they can therefore bring the Cubans along because they are relatively cloere, 
This is why they set themselves up in la Mocha because the fishing zone extends 
from la Mocha all the way to the Gulf of Penas. That area is practically unin- 
habited and full of coves and ports where undesirable people can come ashore, It 
is not impossible to bring heavy cargo across the sea to drop arme off, like the 
thousands of AKA [.ssault) rifles which arrived here during UP [Popular Unity], 
bazookas, machine guns etc. I repeat, this is not impossible. 


Criticiem and Flattery 
Question: Are you bothered by criticisms? What is your reaction to flattery? 


Answer: Criticism does not bother me in the least because criticism from sincere 
peo)ie enables you to correct mistakes. On the other hand, I am very careful in 
taking flattery because you do not know to what extent the person who is doing the 
flattering is seeking some kind of benefit and is telling the truth. The person 
who flatters almost always lies. 


Question: But, can you tell when flattery is false or sincere? 
Answer: Yes, after a while you learn to see things as they are. 
Question: What are the qualities you admire most in a human being? 


Answer: The quality | admire most in a human being is goodness of the heart and 
charity, which are not the same thing. The man who has charity and who can forgive 
is almost divine and the man who also has a kind heart and gives his all is a 
special man. The thing that we most lack in this world, as I once told a very 
distinguished priest in Chile, is that we enly comply with one half of the first 
article of the first law ever issued in the world, which says something very 
beautiful: "Love thy neighbor as thyself." Although this is not fully implemented, 
we should at least comply with the first part. If we practiced that, the world 
would be a much better place to live in. 


Fools 


Question: On the other hand, what are the defects which you cannot tolerate in a 
person? 


Answer: I cannot tolerate fools. For me, fools and all fools with responsibility 
are the most terrible thing you have. Fools with initiative and responsibility 
are frightening. It is not their fault. I do everything possible to understand 
them but it is very difficult for me to put up with them. 


Political "arties 


Question: If political parties do not exist now, how should the citizens participate 
in the construction of the new Chile? 
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Anawer: Political parties do not operate as yet but the citizens are participating 
in the construction of Chile. They are participating through their initiative, 
their work, their determination to get things done, to train their children, to 
give them a better education, with all that contributes to coexistence among 
Chileans, in order together to build what we call Chile. What are the political 
parties? The political parties combine a group of people who have similar ideas 
for the purpose of doing the same thing that we are doing. The only difference is 
that they give themselves a name. It is assumed that they seek to make their coun- 
try becter. Some people believe that this can be achieved through one party and 
other people believe that it can be done through another party. But I do not see 
all that need for them. We are part of a party that is called Chile and in it we 
all work for Chile. 


Question: The 1980 Political Constitution states that a law will issue the stan- 
dards for the operation of political parties. When will that standard be issued? 


Answer: There are some politicians who are in a hurry and who would like to have 
it issued tomorrow. Let them be patient. We will not leave anything for last. 

We will do everything in its time. This worry on the part of the politicans is 
similar to their worry prior to the passage of the new constitution. The consti- 
tution was put out at the right moment. We are taking the pulse in terms of what 
is useful and desirable for Chile and this is why we know at what particular moment 
each standard has to be issued. What would happen if the political parties were 
to become active now? We would not have the unity of action which we have without 
the need for having party labels. We are not going to break up that unity of 
action, nor are we going to destroy it. It is too valuable and it has taken a 
tremendous effort on the part of Chileans. Especially those Chileans who never 
belonged to a party but what registered with a party so that they could vote-- 

but they were unable to help in the development of Chile. The man who works in 
Pudahuel, involved in some kind of national activity, is part of a political party 
which is working for Chile anc which is Chile itself because what he is doing is 
for Chile, for himself, for his children and for his children's children. 





Well Done! 


Question: You always use the signal code of the Navy to describe a certain action, 
But very few actions or persons get the signal "Well Done!"--which means excellent. 
To whom would you give a "well done?" 


Answer: (After thinking a moment): I would give a "well done" to Julio Philippi who 
is an extraordinary person in my opinion because of what he has done and continues 
to do. He negotiated the entire debt; he did everything possible in connection 
with the studies of the southern problem, without asking for a single peso. For 
me, Julio Philippi is one of the men who deserve the appreciation of all Chile for 
his patriotism, his ability, for all he has done to the benefit of Chile, for his 
modesty and for the seed he has planted in the service of his fatherland. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


MONTANE OROPESA CLOSES AALAPSO ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 29 Mar 81 p 12 


[Speeches by Jesus Montane Oropesa and Melba Hernandez, general secretary of 
AALAPSO] 


[Text] The main ceremony for the 15th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America 
(AALAPSO) took place in the Meila Theater in Havana. It was attended by 

Armando Hart and Osmany Cienfuegos, both members of the Political Bureau of 
the Communist Party of Cuba. Osmany Cienfuegos was AALAPSO's first general 


secretary. 
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PROCEDURES POR CDR REVEIW MEETINGS NOTED 
Balance Sheet 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 10 Feb 81 » 2 


[Text}) Among the important aspects of the assemblies for reorganization and 
approval of the CDR [Committee for the Defense of the Revolution] mandates is the 
drawing up of the balance sheet, since this paper synthesizes all the work 
developed by the CDR members during the mandate that is ending. 


So that all the reports will be prepared correctly, the CDR national exe cutive 
secretariat formulated a guide that covers the following aspects: establishment 
of an editorial commission, headed by the president of the CDR and other members 
of the executive secretariat; compilation of necessary information, such as the 
organization's history and tue cotablished system of information. After the 
report has been formulated, it must be examined at a meeting of the CDR executive 
secretariat and in the presence of the district's two-person team to make the 
relevant corrections before presenting it to the assembly. 


Every report must show: 
--Actions taken in the executive secretariat since the previous assembly. 


--Work of the CDR during that time period, emphasizing defense tasks and 
ideological work. 


--Activities developed as a result of the events in the Peruvian Embassy and 
in Mariel and in marches of the fighting people. 


--The tasks accomplished to salute the Second Party Congress and the CDR's 20th 
anniversary. 


--Mencion of the emulation and of the best CDR member during these 2 years. 
-Tasks accomplished by the CDR to support the people's government organizations, 


-spectally the assemblies for giving an account of business matters, nominating 
candidates and electing delegates in the districts. 
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--Rxecutton of the work programe for 1979 and 1980, 
~-Other CDR activities in that period, 


The pointe that will be included in the balance sheet will be, in general, not 
very extensive. It must be focused critically, without neglecting to point out 
the successes of the work. 


Successful Meeting 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanieh 17 Feb 81 p 2 


{Text} Quality and success are the main objectives that the CDR's intend to 
achieve in each of the assemblies relating to the organic proceedings of the 
Second Congress. 


To prepare the block assemblies the district two-man teams must meet with the 
CDR executive secretariat that they serve to explain to them the methods and 
steps to follow in this process. 


At these meetings they will examine with a critical and self-critical spirit 
the results of the CDR's work in the period elapsed, as well as the preparation of 
& precandidacy list of six members. 


In the selection of candidates the resulte of the CDR's work will be taken into 
account. If it becomes necessary, members of the president secretariat who have 
done useful work will be included. Other members whose qualifications and 
potential allow them to take on responsibility will be evaluated, as well as the 
inclusion of women in a proportion equal to or greater than that of the previous 
assembly. 


Afterward, a wember from the two-man district team and a member of the 
secretariat of the designated CDR will meet with the comrades selected to know 
their opinions and their inclination to assume the responsibility. 


The list of candidates must be approved by the executive secretariat of the 
district before the assembly is held. 


In the preparations for the assemblies, the CDR's will use the Cuban flag and 
the congress’ logo. The CDR's will make sure the premises are lighted and that 
there is a table for the chairman as well as seate and « sound system if 
necessary. 


The CDR's directly served by the qunicipality will adapt the general steps of 
their methods to conditions in the gunicipality, since in their meetings direct 
delegates to the municipal assembly and precandidates to the gunicipal administra- 
tion are elected, 


When a CDR does not have enough members to make up the list of trained candidates, 
the list must be shortened. For that purpose the approval of the maunicipal 
executive council will be asked. 

9545 
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COOPERATION PROJECTS LN TANZANIA DESCRIBED 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 29 Mar 81 p 12 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. ACCUSED OF TERRORISM 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 29 Mar 81 p 10 
[Article by Javier Rodriguez] 
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CONSUMER GOODS QUALITY IN HAVANA DISCUSSED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 3 Feb 81 p 2 
[Article by P.R.G.} 


[Text] “Some people do not want to guarantee the quality in contracts. We shall 
not permit them to come to us saying, in factories that have been in operation for 
40 years, that they had no quality standards. They have to apply some standard: 
either the present one or the old one.” 


This statement wae made at the Havana Agency of Territorial State Arbitration. 
We believed that it was necessary to etress this, because it is one of the main 
ortentations of arbitration, from ite precontractual stage. 


The main Havana arbiter, Jesus Lara Santana, said: "We work toward the 
satisfaction of the needs of the people. For example, if there are no obstacles 
for the production of toothpaste according to the plan, it will reach the people 
without any problem. The Arbitration Agency is watching to see that production 
is carried out according to the plan and contract, and it will feel the presence 
of the people in its discussions.” 


Lara is one of the arbiters with the longest practical experience in enterprise 
leadership. He has been director of the Cardenas paper enterprise; he directed 
industries and services of 29 enterprises in Havana and was chairman of former 
local governments in Cardenas, Jaguey Grande and the city of Matanzas. 


"We want to take advantage of this opportunity given to us by JUVENTUD REBELDE,” 
he said, “to alert the enterprises whose contracts are not signed, to come to 
thie Arbicration Agency, located at Avenida Independencia No 11128, almost at 
the corner of Vento, in the Capdevila Section, as soon as possible. 


"It muet be very clear to all that to draft planned contracts is the law, and 
if it is not done, the appropriate claim must be made to the competent agency, 
eo that the contract may be drafted,” said Lara. 


He concluded his warning, affecting all the enterprises in the country, pointing 
out: "We consider it to be right to remind everyone that if this is not done, 
there is violation of the present economic legislation.” 

11635 
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COOPERATIVES STAND AT 1,041 BY END OF 1980 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 10 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] Ciego de Avila (AIN)--The number of agricultural and Livestock cooperatives 
[CPA] established in Cuba basically starting from the Fifth Congress of ANAP 
[National Association of Small Parmers)] reached 1,041, Pedro M. Roche, ANAP vice 
president, disclosed here. 


Roche added that these collectives contain approximately 13 percent of the lands 
in the peasant sector, and that this year the volume will increase with the 
establishment of other CPA's and the growth of the existing ones. 


About 300 of these cooperatives concentrate basically on growing sugar cane and 
on obtaining about 100,000 arrobas per caballeria, according to agreements at their 
national meeting. 


Ciego de Avila, a8 4 province, and Ciro Redondo, as a municipality in the same 
region, are at the forefront of the country in the number of areas included in 
better methods of production, with 27 and 48 percent respectively. 


Roche, also a member of the party Central Committee, attended the signing here 
of an emulation agreement amng three Matanzas cooperatives and three in Ciego 
de Avila and the municipalities of Jovellanos and Ciro Redondo. 


9545 
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FISHING INDUSTRY 1980 EMULATION RESULTS NOTED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 9 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Havana (AIN)=--The results of the highly competitive 1980 fishing emulation 
was disclosed at a ceremony at the Sailors Social Circle in Jaimanitas beach, 
presided over by Noel Zubiaur, Central Committee member and general secretary 

of the Havana CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions]. 


The Cuban Fishing Fleet held first place among the top fleets by accumulating 
102,206 metric tons of high quality catch, for which it earned 100 percent. The 
value indicator, showing 43,143,000 pesos, brought their score to 127 percent. 


Nelson Smit Quijano, organizer of the Cuban Fishing Fleet's union bureau, 
revealed moreover that the productivity per worker was 139 percent, and the 
anticipated cost per peso of 1.99 was reduced to 1.55. 


Second place was won by the Cuban Tuna Fleet, followed by the Gulf Fleet, both 
having had significant successes in their catches and economic measures, which 
were fulfilled well above quota and ahead of schedule in 1980. 


Among the shipping enterprises, La Caribe won; it had fulfilled its transport 
schedules, values and productivity per worker at 114, 103 and 106 percent 
respectively. Moreover, the cost per peso of production was reduced by 1 cent, 
and planned expenditures for the year decreased by more than 1.5 million pesos. 


Shipyards and Factories 


The Chullima shipyard beat the Galainena shipyard by accumulating 115 points for 
physical units, gross and commercial production, cost per peso, average salary, 
repairs, earnings and worker discipline. 


In the emulation between the maritime factories and the fishing port of Hanava, 
the latter won by accumulating 325 points. 


The place of honor in the contest among craft was earned by the mtor fishing 
boat “Rascacio,” with 188 points. The best scaling crew was that of shark boat 
No 58 of the Gulf Fleet, with 204 points. And between the fishing industries of 
Regla and Hacendados, the former won with more than 111 points in its favor. 
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In the brotherly contest between fishing supplies enterprises and the wholesale 
distributor of fish products in Havana, the latter emerged victorious with 141 
pointe accumulated, 


Felix Raimundo Baeza, general secretary of the Merchant Marine, Ports and 
Fishing Union in Havana, at the end of the ceremony described as positive the 
resulte of the hotly competitive fishing emulation, 


9545 
CSO: 3010/976 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAZARDS, PREVENTION OF SMOKING DISCUSSED 
Hazards Noted 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 10 Feb 81 p 2 
[Article by Maritza Barranco Rodriguez: "Attention, Smokers") 


[Text] How relaxing it feels to smoke a cigarette! And for those who smoke a 
Havana cigar, it goes perfectly with a good cup of coffee. On the surface, worries 
seem to fade. Internally, the threat of cancer or other diseases is striking 
deeper into your body. 


In Cuba today lung cancer is the most common form of cancer. It is an accepted 
fact that along with other factors the habit of smoking is directly related to the 
prevalence of lung cancer. 


People who engage in this harmful habit run numerous risks. For example, smokers 
are twice as likely as people who do not smoke to die before 70 years of age. 


The effects of smoking are not limited to cancer; they include chronic heart and 
bronchial disease, to mention examples of ailments which research has linked to 
cigarette smoking. 


The disease of tobacco addiction, as it is known internationally, is clearly a 
social menace. Whole families suffer from tobacco consumption and its consequences. 
Medicine has no specific way of modifying individual behavior and has found no 
therapeutic means of curtailing the growing consumption of cigarettes. Taking 
pills or using three pipes are examples of the methods which have been promoted but 
which have led to no clear results. 


Most smokers are aware that the medical warnings are true, but if you ask why they 
have not quit smoking, you will encounter a series of answers: "I don't have the 
will power," "I tried to quit but my nerves bothered me," "I can live without 
eating but not without smoking," and then there is always someone who makes a trite 
comment like "Well, we all hav *> die from something." 


International studies show th.. % percent of the deaths resulting from lung cancer 
are a direct consequence of habit.ua«a’ smoking; 25 percent of deaths from cardiovascu- 
lar conditions are related to tobacco, as are 75 percent of the deaths from 
bronchitis. 








Examinations of thousands of patients and research into millions of autopsies have 
shown that various negative effects occur more often among smokers, such as cellu- 
lar change and inflammation as well as the presence of basal and atypical cells, 
both considered precursors of cancer. Also o..erved are harm to lung tissue and 
to the circulatory system, as well as other organic defects. 


Generally the illnesses associated with tobacco addiction are found among adults, 
but it is necessary to undertake a broad educational campaign so that young people 
may come to understand the harm of smoking at an early age. Life expectancy falls 
8 years among young people who smoke two packs per day, and the risk is greater 
the earlier the habit is contracted. 


However, these problems apply not to the smoker alone. Persons nearby, who do not 
smoke, inhale from the expanding fumes a greater proportion of tar, carbon monoxide 
and nicotine than the amount ingested by the smokers. This is called smoking 
involuntarily. 


Smoke is made up of 40 percent ammonia particles and nicotine, with the other 60 
percent composed of more than 50 elements and compounds. About seven of these are 
carcinogenic, which has been proven in experiments on animals and through study of 
persons suffering from cancer of the lung. Other forms of cancer are associated 
with smoking, such as cancers of the larynx and mouth. But in speaking of risks 
it is necessary to point out those affecting pregnant women. 


It has been proved that the largest number of miscarriages occur among women who 
smoke. Also it has been observed that their babies weigh less at birth and that 
many children of smoker parents develop more slowly than normal up to the seventh 
year. 


The World Health Organization's committee of experts on the war against tobacco 

has highlighted the need for institution of government programs aimed at controlling 
the smoking habit. This work has been proceeding on two levels: pressure on cig- 
arette manufacturers to reduce the harmfulness of the ingredients of cigarettes 

and efforts to control tobacco advertising. At the present time all advertising 

is prohibited in Finland, Hungary, Afghanistan, Czechoslovakia, Norway, Romania, 
Singapore, Saudi Arabia and Yugoslavia, and partial controls are in effect in 
Bulgaria, Italy and Kuwait. 


Many nations have obliged manufacturers to place warnings on ciga.ette wrappers 
stating the health hazards of smoking. Apparently this has no direct effect on 
smokers, but at least it expresses a world wide attitude on the tobacco problem, 
which is said to cause a million deaths a year through cancer and other illnesses. 


Recently the Cuban health ministry announced that a program of health information 
to combat chronic diseases such as cancer and a massive education campaign would 
be aimed at the smoking habit, which is the principal cause of death subject to 
ontrol by its victims. 


‘| you feel this threat affects you, the choice is simple: either tobacco or 
health. 
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Effects on Youth 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 16 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] Why did you start emoking: Generally it is curiosity, imitation or the 
influence of companions which leads a person to smoke the first cigarette enroute 
to acquiring thie harmful habit. The same thing can happen to your children. 


lt is not always easy to convince an adolescent of something, but we have an 
obligation to inform youth of the harmful effects of smoking. Parents, instructors 
and teachers, through personal conversations or the teaching process, are responsible 
for seeing that young people avoid forming this bad habit. 


lt is important that they learn that tobacco contains nicotine, an extremely 
harwful eubstance which is absorbed rapidly by the mucous membranes of the nose, 
the mouth and the stomach, and which has harmful effects on the action of the 
muscles and upon one's coordination. Researchers have shown that after smoking 
10 cigarettes the strength of the muscles declines considerable. 


Smokers often develop serious complications after colds or pneumonia. 


The effects of smoking on the digestive system are especially harmful: after each 
cigarette, the acidity of the stomach juices rises sharply, there is a spasmodic 
contraction of the lining of the stomach walls, which causes food to be retained 

in the pylorus, and this causes a feeling of physical weakness, loss of appetite, 
and so forth. Smoking is the basic factor contributing to the development of ulcers 
of the stomach and duodenum and also to cardiovascular problems. 


Systematic emoking also causes a state of tension, which can lead to weakened 
inhibitions. The balance of the nervous system is upset, the nerve cells become 
hyperactive, and exhaustion results, along with a significant reduction in mental 
capacities and a weakening of attention and memory. 


Cigarettes affect the sense organs also. The behavior of the optic nerve changes, 
and visual acuity along with the ability to distinguish colors are lessened; there 
are also alterations in the functioning of the auditory nerve. Smoking exposes the 
fibrous tissue making up the vocal cords to constant and prolonged irritation, 

and the voice becomes hoarse. 


Smoking has many harmful effects. Therefore it is well worth the effort to keep 
our children from smoking. We will have a better chance of protecting them if we 
add the force of example. 


11,989 
cso: 3010/978 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA BUS TRANSPORT SYSTEM IMPROVES 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 2 Feb 81 p 2 
[Article by Jesus Soto A.) 


[Text] Batabano--A group of 44 totally recoaditioned Leyland buses in Havana 
Province have started service at the terminal of this city, thus renewing the 
existing transportation complex. 


With the introduction of the new vehicles, better interprovincial service will 
be guaranteed between Batabano and the capital, as well as between the rest 
of the municipalities with which this city has connections. 


It is to be pointed out that during the past year this province reconditioned 
over 300 buses in honor of the Second Party Congress, thanks to the work done 
by workers at the Guanajay, San Jose de las Lajas, Jaruco, Madruga and Guines 
terminals. 


With the beginning of this new bus service, the firm was able to fulfill 101 
percent of this technical-economic plan and show a growth of 33 percent in value 
and 27 percent in service. 


A new express service between San Antonio de los Banos and the city of Havana 
began yesterday, thus fulfilling the old aspiration of the citizens of this 
area. 


Up to now this locality had no direct bus service with the capi.al and had to 
wait for the vehicles that traveled to Hanava, with the consequent inconveniences. 


It was also reported that the bus terminal of this locality, now under 
conetruction, will be completed in the first 6 months of this year. 


0: 010/970 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


DISREPAIR OF HAVANA STREETS DESCRIBED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 26 Feb 81 p 6 
[Article by Pedro Rodriguez Gutierrez) 


{Text] Street maintenance in the City of Havana has been a worry for the people 
and the authorities and organisms for several years. 


In 1977, for example, the most common topic in the meetings of the people's 
government devoted to settling accounts was that of damage to streets and bridges, 
aqueducts and sewers, 


At that time they were faced with an almost total abandonment of patching and 
repairing the most heavily traveled routes in the country, explained in large 
measure by the diversion of those funds to other emergency projects. 


"In the revolutionary period, the network of roads and highways in the country 
has almost tripled," the First Party Congress was informed. Five years later, 
in 1960, 7,800 more kilometers of grading had been done for freeways, highways 
and roads and 836 for railroads. “Thousands of kilometers have been paved, 
including 334 kilometers of the national freeway," it was further stated at the 
Second Party Congress. 


We remember the tremendous joint effort made in this field to bring our streets 
and avenues up to date for the celebration of the llth World Festival of Youth 
and Students and the Sixth Summit of the Nonalined Nations. 


lt was necessary to do a great deal in a short time and a plan was introduced 
calling for nothing less than the repair of 4 million square meters of 
deteriorated streets in just 1 year. For that purpose, 11 million pesos 

were appropriated and several engineering and maintenance enterprises joined in 
the Havana street enterprise. 


However, since then a concern about their quality has appeared in the printed 
media, together with full support for this work, so necessary to the people and to 
the economy. The daily GRANMA expressed that worry on 10 June 1978: 





"In atretches that have already been paved, like the one on Agua Dulce, 2 weeks 
after the etreet wae repaired it had the same or a similar appearance, with wide 
and deep chuck=holes at the intersections controlled by traffic signals, where 
the traffic stops with greater frequency.” 


In the same article, entitled “Pouring Water into a Sieve," the reasons why our 
etreets are in such @ condition were explained, and some reasons why the work 
accomplished is soon undone. 


When the problem was known, it was aseumed that solutions would follow. And it 
turns out that 2 yeare after GRANMA asked that question “eo that the money epent 
would not be like water poured into a sieve," the deficiencies and the poor 
quality in the patching and repair of the streets in the capital continue. 


The funds assigned to this task are still being partly wasted. 


"What they are epending on petroleum is foreign exchange," said Manuel Perez 
Casanas, 4 man in the street. 


In 1980, several readers wrote to JUVENTUD REBELDE expressing their concern that 
such things could happen: 


Humberto Campos, who lives in Chivas, reported that a gradient caused by work 
badly done on a street in his district 3 months before was causing 4 large 
accumulation of water, grease and even overflows from the severs. 


Angel Perez, the people's government delegate for that district, declared that 
Campos was right; he had reported the problem and he declared that the people who 
had earlier repaired the street knew how to do it correctly but did not do so 
(JUVENTUD REBELDE, 28 August 1980). 


Primelles St has caused many worries...and has been repaired many times. “On 
Primelles St, between Washington and Velarde, Cerro District, there are some 
enormous chuck-holes that are a worry to drivers, passersby and residents because 
of the danger they cause. (...) What is unfortunate about the case is that is 
was only 3 months ago that these chuck-holes were fixed." (JUV?YTUD REBELDE, 


17 August 1980) 


"In the 1 year that I have been here, they have fixed it four times. The last 
time was about 2 months ago.” Worker Jorge Nueva refers to the number of times 
that he has seen gangs patching or repairing holes in this street. 


Certainly, after JUVENTUD REBELDE's note in Letters to the Editor, published 
‘n August, they repaired the chuck-holes. Now, 5 months later, you can judge 
its condition by the accompanying photograph. Elias Chigin, the people's 
government delegate for this district, has informed us that there are plans to 
repair it all soon. That is like throwing good goney after bad. 


tcother reader, Nathan D‘Levante, has written to our editorial office expressing 
the complaint of the residents of his CDR [Committee for the Defense of the 
Revolution] over the fact that on one stretch of his street “they have poured a 
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large quantity of concrete over a drain that had not been repaired and they now 
recognize the possibility chat the work may have been damaged." (JUVENTUD 
REBELDE, 30 July 1980). 


Million Street 


The residents of Dragones, for example, aleo call it "Million Street" because of 
the large sums repeatedly equandered on it, "They have opened the street to 
traffic four times and closed it four times, The people have named it ‘Million 
Street’ because of ite cost," Manuel Perez Casanas, 4 worker in that neighborhood, 
told us. 


"If you know that there are two valves there, how can you pour concrete over 
them?" he added, referring to a conversation he had with the men who recently 
repaired the intersection where Dragones turne into Galiano. "They fix it and 
then they tear it up," he explained to use indignantly. 


in many places, raile and cobblestones come to the surface again shortly after 
being covered with asphalt, or are not covered at all, as in the case of Monte 
and San Joaquin, controlled by the same traffic signal. Sidewalks and streets 
in several places are dangerously approaching the same level. 


The corner of Consejero aad Buenos Aires was in very bad condition for a 
considerable time. It has just been repaired and the signs of deterioration are 
already visible. 


However, these are only a few examples. Many others may be adduced. Work is 
still wasted, the defects are in plain sight and cannot be denied. And they 
should be laid on the table now when the amount of attention paid to our streets 
is becoming constant and acquiring a planned and stronger rhytha. 


The problem of quality in street patching and repair, observed on the ground 
and confirmed as a reality and a general worry, makes us ask: 


Why does the patching and maintenance of the street system in the City of 
Havana continue to be of such bad quality? 


What objective and subjective factore have a bearing on it? 
Is there a systematic control over these works? 
And if there is, why doesn't it function? 


Has the integrated and joint work that the engineering and maintenance services 
of the capital were doing broken down? 


And if this coordinated kind of work is etill going on, why do some people 
persist in tearing down what others have done, or persist in doing it badly? 


How long are we to continue “pouring water into steves," with physical and 
human resources and foreign exchange? 

12,116 

CSO: 310/973 


52 





COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


LB-203, RM3 MEDICINES--The traditional medicines LB-203 and RM3 cure war wounds 
without the need to use antibiotics or to apply bandages, end they also reduce 
the time of healing, thus saving money. These medicines are prepared at the 
Vietnam Military Hospital 203, where they are applied to body wounds for the 
purpose of quickly removing the residues and preventing any infection. With 
the use of RM3, the wound can heal in 15 days before the required time, and 

the scar is free from all allergic reaction. [Text] [Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE 
in Spanish 3 Feb 81 Siglo Veinte Section p 3] 11635 


CsO: 3010/970 
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DOMINICA 


COUNTRY SECTLON 


MAGAZINE 'LINK' SEES CHURCH, FOREIGN ELEMENTS IN PLOT 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 24 Mar 81 p 3 
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DOMINICA 


COUNTRY SECTLON 


POLITICAL INSTABILITY MAY BE ALARMING OVERSEAS INVESTORS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in Englieh 25 Mar Bip 3 
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COUNTRY SECTLON EL SALVADOR 


VENCEREMOS RETTERATES COMMITMENT TO PEOPLE 
PAO72014 (Clandestine) Radio Venceremos in Spanish to El Salvador 0000 GMT 7 Apr 61 
[Station commentary | 


[Text] Radio Venceremos begins broadcasting at this hour, precisely as the 
dictatorship reiterates its announcement that it has destroyed this station. 
Today more than ever before, the Salvadoran dictatorship has shown ite true face 
to all peoples in the world by announcing that it had destroyed Radio Venceremos. 
But then, the dictatorship has traditionally chosen to destroy, to machinegun, 

to blow up any station or newspaper that does not uphold the measures that fasciem 
has tried to impose throughout our history. 


This is a senseless dictatorship. In the face of the proposals and ideas provided 
by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front [FMLN], in the face of all the 
ideological information that the revolutionary forces have presented to our people 
and those of the rest of the world, in its ideological vacuum, the dictatorship's 
only response to the voices that represent the popular interests is crime, machine- 
gunninge and [words indistinct]. The only language that th ialvadoran dictatorship 
can speak to our people about is that of bullets, violence and criminal barbarism. 


Radio Venceremos, the FMLN's guerrilla signal, reiterates its commitment to 
accompany the Salvadoran people to the final victory. At this point, the Salvadoran 


people are dealing harsh blows to a weakened dictatorship which slowly but surely 
is crumbling in the face of the advance of our united and armed people. 


cso: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FACUNDO GUARDADO'S SIBLINGS ARRESTED, ACCUSE HONDURANS OF TORTURE 


Guardado's Siblinge Arrested 


PA120000 San Salvado: PRENSA GKAFICA in Spanish 3 Apr 81 pp 2, 48 


[Text] According to | ‘ENSA reports, three brothers of extremist Facundo 
Guardado, recently released in Honduras, have been arrested by Honduran authorities. 


Yesterday the San Pedro SULA newspaper reported that the Salvadoran communist's 
parents have been residing in Tegucigalpa with other siblings for the past 2 years. 


Maria Salome Guardado, 22, and her 5-month-old boy, as well as Francisco Guardado 
Guardado, a construction worker, and Sixto Guardado Guardado, a seventh grader, 
were arrested in Honduras. 


Maria Salome, the report adds, was arrested when she went to inquire about her 
two brothers’ arrest. 


She revealed that her parents live in Tegucigalpa and that the family had lost 
touch with Facundo "since he became an extremist, about 7 years ago." 


The fact that he was released in exchange for the plane hostage is something that's 
out of my hands and I can't say anything about it because I have no contact with 
him, she told the authorities. 


She said Facundo began taking extremist instruction in a foundation for the 
promotion of coops in El Salvador called Aprotrocoop. She said since Facundo left 
home we haven't had any contact with him; as for the rest of the family, I think 
that one can prosper only by working. There is just one thing: if one lives under 
capitalism, one has to work to support himself; if one lives under socialism, 

the same thing applies, she said. 


Facundo Guardado caused much trouble in Honduras before he was identified because 
he carried forged papers under the name of Carlos Alberto Montoya Ramirez. 


The authorities reported that the documents had been forged in Costa Rica and this 
confused the security authorities. After further inquiry, he was revealed to be 
Facundo Guardado, a Salvadoran extremist. 


After that, Honduran authorities have given strict instructions to all immigration 
offices to warn the travel agencies to require anybody wishing to purchase tickets 
out of Honduras to show all his documents. 


The circular note on the subject says that any agency that doesn't comply will be 
punished by law. 
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Hondurans Accused of Torture 
PAL31756 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 13 Apr 61 


[Text] Jeresa de Jesus and Sixto Guardado, sister and brother of Salvadoran 
revolutionary leader Facundo Guardado, have accused the Honduran police of subjecting 
them to physical and paeychological torture while they were under arrest in 
Tegucigalpa, the Honduran capital. 


In a document released by the Revolutionary Democratic Front [FDR], Teresa de Jesus 

said that she and her brother, Sixto, were arrested in Valle de Angel on 5 April 

by agente of the Honduran Investigations Department. She charged that two plain- 

clothesmen took them to Tegucigalpa, where they were questioned by Salvadorans and 

a Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary named Daniel Bermudez, who threatened them with 

deportation to El Salvador. The document added that the questioning lasted 24 hours, 
cing which Sixto Guardado was savagely beaten and Teresa's daughter was taken 

away from her in order to force them to sign a statement saying that they were 

involved in the hijacking of a commercial plane carried out by a Honduran revolu- 

tionary group in March. 


Teresa de Jesus and Sixto Guardado arrived in Managua on Saturday after being 
deported by the Honduran authorities. 


CSO: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRLEFS 


HUNDREDS FLEE CHALATENANGO--In a daily exodus that is very touching, hundreds of 
persons are fleeing with their scant belongings from the towns of Chalagenango 
[department], either to the departmental capital or other cities, and especially 
to San Salvador, where they are increasing housing and health problems. The 
refugees also report that all roads are impassable by vehicle or horseback because 
of large ditches everywhere. Holes have been dug across the roads. Some of them 
are 3-4 meters wide and 2 meters deep. This is done by terrorists to prevent the 
passage of military vehicles, so as to delay the arrival of help in the event of 
an attack. Sometimes they leave bombs in these holes, they say. They also say 
communications between the towns of Chalatenango, especially those in the northeast, 
are practically nonexistent since letters and telegrams do not get through and 
telephone calls even less so. Some lines have been pulled down, posts and all. 

In addition, several employees of the National Telecommunications Administration 
have been murdered. [Excerpts] [PA080018 San Salvador DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 

7 Apr 81 p 1) 


TACA FLIGHTS--San Salvador, 31 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--The "Central American Air Transpor- 
tation" airline will inaugurate its regular flights from San Salvador to Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, tomorrow after they were interrupted in 1969 in the wake of the "100-hour 
war." The resumption of the flights was confirmed today after a meeting of the 
Joint Salvadoran-Honduran Commission held in the office of San Salvador Mayor Adolfo 
Rey Prendes. [Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2351 GMT 31 Mar 81] 


CHURCH LEADER CITED ON U.S. AID--Mnsgr Arturo Rivera y Damas, archbishop of San 
Salvador, said in the United States that the U.S. aid can only bring about more 
violence and greater bloodshed in El Salvador. At the same time, he said that all 
parties should seek a negotiated solution to the conflict. The U.S. Government 
has sent $25 million in military aid to the Salvadoran Government. Rivera y Damas 
described as exaggerated the U.S. Government claims that the Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front, FDR, is a Marxist group. Within the opposition front there are 
several leaders who have declared themselves Marxists, but there are also others 
who are Social Christians, but they are all after a single objective: a more 
democratic and just society, Rivera y Damas said. The archbishop said Pope John 
Paul II had stated his position in favor of political solution to the crisis. 
[Text] [PAO71616 (Clandestine) Radio Venceremos in Spanish to El Salvador 1200 GMT 
7 Apr 81) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GRENADA 


INTEGRATION OF SECURITY FORCES BRINGS BETTER COORDINATION 
St. George's FREE WEST INDIAN in English 13 Mar 81 p 13 


[Article by Earl Bousquet] 


(Text | 


“NOTHING can call iteelf a 
revolution if it cannot ede 
quately defend iteelf,’’ 
declared Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop at a recent con- 


ple behind the decision to in- 
tegrate all sections of 
Grenada'’s security services, 
announced on January 13, at a 
ceremony marking the lergest 
volume of promotions in the 
People’s Revolutionary Army 
PRA in Fort Rupert. 

At the ceremony, PM 
Kishop was promoted to 


commander-in-chief, while 


PRA Commander Hudson 
Austin became general. : 

PM Bishop stated that the 
security services integration 
‘means a more structured 
system of guidance, more co 
ordination, more discipline and 
more respect for the services 
in the future 

It brings together the 
PRA, the People’s Militia, the 
Police Service, the Prisons’ 
Service, the Fire Service and 
the Cadet Corps, which will 
now operate under one central 
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PRA garage, and are active in 
the voluntary community 
work. 

The People's Militia also is 
engaged in non-military activi- 
ty. While it is now regarded as 
a reserve army, it also plays a 


creating “a new police for a 
new society’’. Since the 
Revolution, the police are no 
longer a force against the peo- 
ple, but their servant and pro 
tector. 
It is on these principles 
that the new police training 
om ree is based. In this local 
course, policemen are ac- 
quainted with the objectives of 
the Revolution, and the role 
they have to play in building 
the new society. 








CSO: 


Policemen are also receiv: 
ing overseas assistance and 


programme 
others have been undergoing 
advanced training at the Inter- 
national Police Training School 
in Havana. 

On December 23, last year, 
the 20 recruite in Cuba 
graduated, with 33 Nicaraguan 
policemen. They had suc- 
sessfully completed training in 


3025 


‘reform. Prison buildings and 


such diverse areas as interna- 
tional law, immigration, 
counter-intelligence, military 
preparetien and self-defense. 
In the new Prisons’ Ser- 
vice, imprisonment is no longer 
regarded as punishment, but as 


living conditions have 
proved and prisoners are 
learning new skills, and 
produce goods for the country. 
Prison farms provide food 
for many local institutions, and 
prisoners do woodcraft, carpen- 
try and other forms of craft. 
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In this year’s budget, as in 
any other, allocations were 
made for security and defense. 
But the PRG has repeatedly 
stressed that it would have 
preferred to channel such funds 
into the productive sector of 
the economy. 

But due to the reality of 
the world today, in which peace 
and social progress are 
threatened by imperialism suf- 
ficient allocations have to be 
made for the security and 
defense of the country and the 
Revolution. 





COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


FARMERS RECEIVE NATIONAL FARMS--The intention of the present government of the Re- 
public to turn over ownership of national farms to the workers on them so that they 
may continue to operate them on a communal basis -- coliective agrarian ownership -- 
because they have become fully organized and capable of being able to operate them 
in the future without official supervision has been received enthusiastically by 
them. (Excerpt) (Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 16 Mar 81 p 7} 10042 


NEW SHRIMP COMPANY--Last Friday, the new company for large-scale commerical exploi- 
tation of river shrimp (Macrobrachium Rosenbergi), already in full operation for 
seliing this product, was presented to the public. It is 4 question of Aquafauna, 
Incorporated, with facilities at Amatitlan and Escuintla. The manager of Aquafauna, 
Incorporated, Lima, stated that this is the first company of its kind to operate in 
Guatemala and that it was organized with the technical assistance of ICTA [Institute 
of Agricultural Science and Technology) and of the Chinese Agricultural Technical 
Mission. At present, it has in its laboratory at Amatitlan over 470,000 larvae re- 
sulting from the reproduction of selected shrimp specimens and subsequent spawning. 
{Excerpts} (Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 11 Mar 81 p 5) 10042 


PETROLEUM COMMISSION--The National Petroleum Commission that will be in charge of 
everything related with the exploration and exploitation of petroleum in the country 
began its activities on Thursday. The commission is headed by the Mining, Hydro- 
carbons and Nuclear Energy Secretariat and includes representatives of the Finance 
Ministry and the Bank of Guatemala. [PAO12234 Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 
10 Mar 81 pp 3, 15] 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


PUBLISHING RESTRICTLON--Georgetown, Guyana, Monday, (CANA)--The smal’ CATHOLIC 
STANDARD, one of two non-government weeklies here, says it is faced with imminent 
shut-down because of state restrictions on the importation of newsprint. Mike 
James, acting editor of the STANDARD, the weekly organ of the Roman Catholic 
Church here, said the problem was so acute that prospects for the paper being 
published this week look dim. The 78-year-old paper appeared over the weekend 
reduced from its normal eight pages to four pages and without advertisements. 
James said “we may be compelled to continue in this way or to cease printing 
altogether.” The other non-government weekly, the MIRROR, organ of the opposi- 
tion People's Progressive Party (PPP) has faced similar problems since mid-1979, 
when a state restriction on newsprint imports forced a halt to the paper's daily 
evening editions. The state which is the sole importer of newsprint here has 
claimed that it had to impose the restrictions because of severe foreign exchange 
constraints. In a front-page comment, the STANDARD in its latest issue however 
rejected this argument as “ludicrous”, and claimed it was part of a continuing 
“denial of the freedom of the Press" by the ruling People's National Congress 





(PNC) of President Forbes Burnham. It contended that while the government can find 


no foreign exchange to import for publications “that express views different from 
its own", the state media and organs had no similar shortages. /[ Excerpts) 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 24 Mar 81 p 3) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON HONDURAS 


PAZ ON NATION'S ROLE LN REGION, DEMOCRATIC PROCESS 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 19 Mar 81 p 48 


[Interview with President Policarpo Paz Garcia, by Rene Delgado in Tegucigalpa 
on 17 February 1981] 


[Text] Owing to the interesting notions that it contains, we are reprinting the 
interview held by reporter Rene Delgado, from the Mexican newspaper UNO MAS UNO, 
with the president of the Republic of Honduras, Brig Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia: 


[Question) How do you view the Central American situation, particularly that of 
Honduras, since the conflict occurring in E)] Salvador? 


[Answer] With regard to the recent difficulties that are taking place in the neigh- 
boring countries, | am more concerned over the destiny of my own country, although 
I am also concerned about what is happening in other nations. I have said this on 
other occasions: Honduras is not immunized against violence, but I think that the 
Honduran people are prepared to reject it at any time when it might, unfortunately, 
be offered to us. And I continue to be steadfast in that conviction. 


There are two sources which produce violence: the socioeconomic injustice that makes 
it flourish spontaneously, and the other kind, the deliberate violence planned and 
organized from outside, with purposes alien to those of the nation itself. The 

only recourse against the former is to attack the popular needs, keeping the law 

and public liberties in force. The other kind must be confronted with the people's 
unity, removing the mystique quality from it, so that subversion will be completely 
identified as what it really is. 


(Question) From a geographical and military standpoint, Honduras’ location is of 
great significance as a result of the events occurring in Central America. In this 
context, there has been mention of the United States’ interest in strengthening 
Honduras and converting it into a kind of “guardian” of the region. What do you 
think of that? 


|[Anewer) The question and the description of “guardian” are not very pleasant. We 
are not to blame for being located geographically as we are; and I should not judge 
the United States’ interest in its neighbors. And if we are engaging in certain 
action to strengthen our country, we are doing so for the purpose of giving our 
people better living conditions and having the means with which to defend then. 
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[Question] Le the modernization of the Honduran Army related to the matter implied 
in the previous question? 


[Answer|) My previous response explains this question of yours. 


(Question) The president of the United States, Ronald Reagan, has already voiced 
his concern over the interference by communist countries in the Salvadoran conflict. 
What is your opinion on the matter? 


|Anewer] My country and my government are outside of the communist aegis, and we 
are concerned about the possible interest that those people might have in Honduras. 


The violent upheaval occurring in Central America and the increasing dangers posed 
by international subversion have struck our country indirectly, especially in eco- 
nomi¢g and social areas. Therefore, I must say that I am, indeed, concerned about 
the meddling of communist countries in Central American problems. 


[Question] Furthermore, certain national sectors have claimed that the Honduran 
Army is collaborating with the Salvadoran Army to resolve the situation being 
experienced by that country. What is your view on that point? 


[Anewer] The question is an offense against our status as a country respectful of 
the domestic affairs of other states; and therefore I strongly reject the insinu- 
ation. 


We, the people and the military of Honduras, are committed only to Honduras. 
'‘Question] What do you think of the Salvadoran Government and the guerrillas? 
|Anewer] My answer is the same as that to the previous question. 


[Question] With regard to the process of democratization that your country is expe- 
riencing, what hopes or expectations do you place in that process? 


[Answer] Owing to the patriotic inclination of the Armed Forces, the unswerving 
desire of the government for democracy and the exemplary civic spirit of the Hon- 
duran people, we are in the center of a process of dynamic, peaceful progress, 
adapted from ite beginnings to strict legal regulations, with a National Constitu- 
ent Assembly which, in addition to having organized the state's powers, is -urrently 
engaged in the task of providing the nation with a new fundamental code the prepa- 
ration of which is well under way. 


As president of the Military Junta during the Government of the Armed Forces, and 
now as president of the republic, I have retained as an unchanging standard for 

my executive administration respect for public Liberties. In the Republic of Hon- 
duras, there have been no political prisoners nor exiles, freedom of speech has 

not been restricted, there has been no intervention in the progress of trade union- 
ism, no arbitrary Limitations have been imposed on political positions, and no 
obstacles have been created for the free movement of the citizens. 
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Thanks to the implementation of this democratic policy, the necessary conditions 
have been created in the country to foster a peaceful development of our economic 
potential, thus strengthening all the etructures of the Honduran society, which are 
therefore in more propitious circumstances to strive for their improvement. 


(Question) Do you think that this process should be accompanied by reforms that 
would make the situation in the country more just. If your reply is affirmative, 
what would those reforms be? 


|Anewer| It is because we have started social and economic reforms that we can now 
live in peace. An agrarian reform which is exemplary in the region and economic 
reforms allow me to say that, from a social standpoint, we have attained such lofty 
goals that I can proudly proclaim: we have one of the best consolidated, most secure 
and calm societies, with the broadest prospects for advancement. 


[Question] During my stay in your country, I have heard views to the effect that, 
when the elections are held, the Armed Forces will hardly agree to leave the posi- 
tions of power that they currently hold. What do you think of that opinion; what 
will become of the Army after the elections? 


[Answer] The men in uniform and those in civilian clothes can and must work together. 
There is no disparity between the lofty goals of national improvement being pursued 
as a simultaneous aspiration by the civilian authorities and the military authorities. 
I think that my personal experience allows me to attest to this identity of ideals. 
l think thet our greatest and most noble task is to support with all our energy and 
unswerving loyalty the fortunate advent of the future constitutional government, 
which will be the result of the people's will, freely expressed in the forthcoming 
general elections. 


After the elections, the Army will devote itself to the maintenance of peace; this 
is the fundamental mission that we have sworn to accomplish, because it is the first 
requisite for the orderly development of the country. And also, in accordance with 
my deep convictions as a Christian, I hold the blood of a single Honduran in greater 
esteem than all the gratifications of power. 


Tegucigalpa, D.C., 17 February 1981. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NATLONAL PARTY CANDIDATE ZUNIGA ON FINANCIAL SITUATION 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Mar 81 p 3 


{Article by Ricardo Alonso Flores: "Zuniga Augustinus Claims: ‘The Country Is Not 
bankrupt“ 


[Text] Upon being aksed his opinion on the controversial issue, the National Party's 
presidential candidate, attorney Ricardo Zuniga Augustinus, claimed: "The financial 
situation is critical, but I would not dare say that we are on the brink of an 
abyss, because it could stabilize if there is prudent action and the most suitable 
corrective measures are adopted." 


The Nationalist leader, who has studied the country's economic and financial prob- 
lems with extreme care, added that if appropriate measures to stabilize the situa- 
tion are not taken in time, we run the risk of succumbing to another, possibly more 
serious recessive crisis; because our monetary reserves (which have declined consi- 
derably) may not be able to cover the fiscal and bank deficits and that in the 
balance of payments. 


Zuniga Augustinus then agreed that we are, in fact, experiencing a financial crisis 
which is a result of the recession that has affected the various productive activi- 
ties,and of the inflationary process which affects the citizens’ real income, parti- 
cularly among the economically weak sectors. 


Probing into the matter, Zuniga Augustinus stressed that this financial crisis con- 
sists “essentially of the lack of adequate financing for the economic activities in 
both the public and private sectors. In the first instance, the fiscal revenue is 
insufficient to finance current expenses and investment; and hence we are faced 
with a deficit of over 80 million lempiras in the 1981 budget. As some economists 
claim, this gap must be closed as quickly as possible. 


"In the case of the private sector, the state of political and insurrectional vio- 
lence in which Central America has been submerged since 1979 has discouraged some 
investors from Honduras, owing to the understandable but unjustified fear that, 
owing to its geographical proximity, the flames of violence might extend to our 
country. 


"The financial crisis has been worsened by the chronic deficit in our balance of 
payments which, at the end of 1980, amounted to over 600 million lempiras. The 
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capital revenue in the form of international loans has proven insufficient to cover 
the entire deficit, and therefore it has become necessary to use the international 
reserves to bridge the gap which, last year, was slightly over 120 million lem- 
piras." 


The National Party candidate added: "The deficit in our balance of payments stems 
from the notable increase in imports, to a large extent aimed at executing the 
major development projects (£1 Cajon, the cement plant, etc.), and from a decline 
in the receipts from our exports, owing to the drop in international prices for our 
leading export products, such ae coffee, meat and sugar. A depressing factor for 
our balance of payments was the hike in oil prices, which caused a considerable 
increase in the flight of foreign exchange from the country. During the past 4 
years, the additional payments due to increases in oil prices amounted to 600 
million lempiras. The oil problem has brought an aftermath of additional problems 
which are known to all the Honduran people." 


In his judgment, the bank deficit consists “chiefly of the banking system's inabi- 
lity to help finance the nation's productive activities. This is due essentially 

to the fact that the collection of bank deposits has declined considerably, owing 

to two fundamental causes: first, the reduction in the value of exports; and, second, 
the flight of capital abroad." 


With regard to the real risk of a financial crisis, Zuniga says: “Jt consists of the 
possibility of losing economic and monetary stability. This risk could be far 
greater if there is a continuation of the phenomena that have upset the normal 
development of our economy, such as the problems of political violence facing 
certain Central American countries, the oil crisis, the international inflationary 
situation and the crisis on the capital markets.” 


He states with great assurance: “However, we are not bankrupt, as has been recently 
claimed. If the proper corrective measures are adopted, production could improve 
substantially, especially that of food products, and among them that of basic 
grains, which comprise the Honduran diet. Also, as has happened in the past, it 

is possible that the prices of our leading exports may improve. It should be 
stressed that a recovery has been noted in the confidence of the private sector, 

in view of the well-founded and calming expectation that our party will return to 
the government in 1982; and we can continue to promote economic and social develop- 
ment supporting the weakest economic sectors most particularly, with the aid of 

the international financial community and the friendly countries which are the 
defenders of democracy and poli*ical liberties." 


He remarked that, in his opinion, the widespread reduction in the country's economic 
activities may be explained as follows: "In 1980, the Honduran economy experienced a 
decline in the growth of national] production, with an increment of only 2 percent 

in the gross domestic product. This re uction was evident with more intensive 
features in agricultural-livestock activities, construction, industry and trade. 


"he discouraging behavior of national production was due to the decline in invest- 
ments and the drop in the value of our exports (bananas, coffee and meat), as wel] 
as the climate of violence surrounding us, and theinflationary process of internal 
origin, which has been spurred by the weakness in the internal supply of consumer 
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products, essentially staple grains. The lack of adequate financing on the part 
of the banking system has had a neg ive effect on national production. 


"The major problem, resulting from the economic recession that must be combated 
immediately, ite the decline in the rates of employment, and in real wages or pur- 
chasing power among the popular sectors in the rural areas and urban centers. This 
phenomenon has been threatening the country since last year, in both construction 
and industry.” 


As measures that would be feasible to adopt, the Nationalist leader suggests: "In 
the first place, we must improve the national production of goods and services, 
with special emphasis on the agricultural, Livestock and industrial activities. 

The production of food in general, and of staple grains in particular, assumes 
great importance from the standpoint of social stability. In order to attain these 
goals the necessary measures must be adopted to enable our producers, investors 

and workers in the countryside and the towns and cities to strengthen their confi- 
dence and to invest and work for the welfare of all Hondurans." 


In addition to a stringent policy of austerity, the Nationalist candidate (visibly 

concerned by and informed on these economic problems) thinks that it is important 

to adopt measures that are aimed: first, at the defense of our balance of payments; 

second, at the reduction of the fiscal deficit; and third, at the activation of the 

banking system, through sufficient credit supplies that will make it possible to 
reinforce the productive and exporting activities. 


Attorney Zuniga also remarked that it would be feasible to improve the country's 
international financial image, so as to facilitate the accrual of the necessary 
credit for accomplishing and completing the country's main development projects, 
both those undertaken by the public sector and those of the private sector. In the 
social area (he stressed), there should be a continuation of the action aimed at 
reducing and resolving, on a priority basis, the problems existing in the areas of 
nutrition and ‘ood, health, housing and education. 


in conclusion, the National Party's presidential candidate said that he urged 
farmers, workers, professionals, merchants, teachers, businessmen and the Honduran 
people as a whole to have complete confidence in Honduras and in the National Party 
which, during his administration in the next government, elected by the majority 
vote of the people, will have as an essential concern the finding of the most 
intelligent solutions to the economic problems, the constant creation of jobs and 
the just distribution of income. He commented: “In brief, the future government 

of national unity, under the leadership of our party, will seek the prosperity of 
Hondurans as a whole, without sectarian discrimination, and will attempt to provide 
the state's encouragement, in a special way, to the underprivileged groups in rural 
and urban areas, as well as to consolidate democracy." 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NICARAGUAN CAMPAIGN TO DISCREDIT NATION SCORED 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 25 Feb 81 p 7 
[Editorial: "Nicaragua Again") 


[Text] Newspaper reports published on 24 February stated that the Nicaraguan 
Government is preparing an intense propaganda campaign aimed at discrediting Hon- 
duras in the international community. 


The reports, which cite government sources, claim that the first steps of that 
propaganda movement have already been taken "through international mass media such 
as Radio Havana, Radio Moscow and others, which are systematically broadcast ing 
‘information’ that totally distorts the facts of what took place during recent 
skirmishes between the Honduran Army and Sandinist troops." 


Concerning this new threat, an off‘cial source who preferred no to be identified 
said that the reports aired by radio stations of countries governed by Soviet 
totalitarianism “have been prepared so that anyone listening to them will consider 
Honduras to be the aggressor and its troops guilty of perpetrating all kinds of 
offenses and assaults against Nicaraguan troops located along the border of our 
country." 


Everyone is aware that the defamatory apparatus of international Marxism-Leninism is 
huge, efficient and generously financed by the Soviet Union. When this apparatus 
trains its sights on a government or country, false accusations (which take on the 
appearance of truth through repetition) are broadcast worldwide ard even infiltrate 
democratic media because the manipulated reports concern topics such as so-called 
violations of human rights and similar stories. Thus, reporters and editors in 

good faith unwittingly play into the hands of red imperialism. 


In any case, Honduran Government officials have received reports that a fair number 
of reputable foreign correspondents in Managua, especially those working in news 
media that are politically or emotionally connected with the Sandinist government , 
were called into the offices of commanding officers to receive the “initial ver- 
sions" of all the stories, accusations and reports to be used in this campaign, 
which in many ways is reminiscent of the one which El Salvador laynched some days 
vrior to the armed invasion of 1969. 
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Sources consulted by Honduran reporters stated that our country's army "is ready to 
defend the border with patriotic fervor, to prevent our national sovereignty from 
being violated, but that it will never be pushed to invade, attack or harass neigh- 
boring countries, especially Nicaragua. But Honduran soldiers will not stand idly 
by with their arme folded in the face of any attack." 


Finally, reporters were told that "it is very likely that Sandinist leaders are 
expecting an outbreak of serious internal problems and are trying to anticipate 
them, while diverting the attention of their fellow countrymen toward Honduras" 
in a classic, Machiavellian move to manipulate the citizenry. 


It is obvious that neither the armed forces nor the government as such, by their 
very nature, can prevent Managua's leftist regime from launching this new attack on 
Honduras, since existing ties between Nicaragua, Cuba and the communist bloc are 
becoming clover and closer and they are operating regardless of whether we like 

it or not. 


But there is something that we can do: Launch a campaign of clarification for 
American democratic governments and public opinion /before/ [in boldface] the 
defamatory operation gets underway. 


Of course, this means sizable expenditures during a period of crisis and pro- 
claimed “austerity.” 


But considering that a propaganda attack is almost always a prelude to more danger- 
ous and possibly destructive specific actions, it is worthwhile making a common 
sacrifice in defense of our homeland. 


Unfortunately, the budget of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is slim and that 
agency does not have a reputation of maintaining the best relations with the press 
and journalists who, in this regard, are most qualified to coordinate a strategy 
to defend the national image. 


But those are problems which can and must be solved for the sake of the common 
good. 


To be specific: an urgent and sincere dialog is needed between the government and 
the mass media, and at the same time, coordinated vigorous advance action through 
the Organization of American States (OAS) and other international bodies to inform 
them that the country is threatened. 


That is the only way that this new danger will be neutralized and that we will 

be able to complete, without further disruption, the schedule of civic programs 
which will lead us--once and for all and we hope forever--to the truly democrat ic 
government which, with the full support of the people, will be able to negotiate, 
with all its neighbors, a climate of peace, mutual respect and cooperation to face 
a future that is fraught with massive and alarming challenges.... 


11915 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


JAILED URP LEADER SENDS LETTER EXPLAINING HIS CASE 
PAL71953 San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 11 Apr 81 p 7 
["TLEMPO's Correspondence" column: "A Letter From a Priscner"] 


[Text] Manuel Gamero 
Executive director of the newspaper TIEMPO 


This is the second letter that I have written to be publ: shed in TIEMPO's Corres- 
pondence column because the first one was seized by "Intelligence" agents. 


I read the article by Victor Meza ("Judicial Power and the Terrorism of the State"), 
and it prompted me to write what could be considered as a complement to this article 
of which I am a part. 


On Wednesday, 1 April, I was arbitrarily arrested by three agents of the intelli- 
gence section of the Department of National Investigation under the pretext that 
Capt Aben Claros, regional chief of that repressive institution, wanted to see me. 
Since I was being arrested and I have professional and academic commitments to 

meet (I am studying teaching at the CURN [Centro Universitario Regional del Norte], 
I asked why I was being arrested and was told that I was being charged with selling 
some Peoples Revolutionary Movement (MRP) bonds. 


During the questioning, an attempt was made to link me with guerrilla organizations 
but I always answered that I am, and am very proud of it, leader of the Peoples 
Revolutionary Union (URP). In view of the insistence that the MRP is a political- 
military organization, I maintained and will maintain before the .ourts that we 

are a political organization of the masses in the process of being formed. 


The witch hunt, added to the panic of those who are heading the repressive organi- 
zations, made the police chief in question send me to the First Criminal Court 

on Saturday, 4 April, where I was charged with conducting “clandestine and subver- 
sive activities and promoting totalitarian ideas which are directed against the 
security of the state." 


What evidence did these policemen of the “democratic system" have for such a 
tremendous accusation? 


1. URP [as published] bonds; 2. A greeting of the University MIR [Movimiento 


de Izquierda Revolucionario] at the start of the academic semester; 3. An article 
for your newspaper “Military Support Versus Military Support;" 4. A religious 
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pamphlet that describes Karl Marx as a satanist and 5. A decal alluding to the 
release of Luis Corvalan issued by the Mexican Youth Committee of Solidarity with 
Chile in 1973, 


Judge Navarro and the Supreme Court should not legalize the arbitrary actions and 
whimsical charges of the repressive institutions. To do so is contrary to the 
official slogans of the central government and a challenge to the peoples' revolu- 
tionary violence. 


Carlos H. Borjas G. 
URP Leader 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


POSSIBILITIES OF INCREASED OIL PRODUCTION REPORTED 
Mexican Help 
Tegucigalpa EL CRONIST* in Spanish 14 Mar 81 pp l, 7 


[Text] “Honduras has received an offer of 2.2 billion lempiras from a Mexican com- 
pany which wants to come to the country to explore for oil and establish a refinery," 
according to Rodrigo Castillo, secretary of state for natural resources. 


This official explained that it is not possible at present to set the date at which 
the Mexican company will visit this country, because currently the procedures re- 
quired are being carried out. 


He stated categorically that the offer is a fact and that it depends solely on the 
decision made about it by the government on the basis of its desirability. 


The secretary of state for natural resources explained that Honduras would have to 
make a commitment to take 51 percent of the shares, because this would be the most 
desirable for the people. 


"We cannot give any one company more than 49 percent, because Honduras would then be 
dependent on it,” he said. 


Concerning the conditions, he explained that the company would give the government 
credit for 30 or 40 years at low interest, a part of this being amortized out of the 
products of the work which would be done in the refinery. 


After going into further details, Professor Castillo said that one of the advantages 
of the refinery offered by the Mexicans is that it would resolve the current problem 
of Texaco, which cannot process all of the Mexican crude oil. 


Concerning bis statements about the existence of oil in Honduras, the secretary for 
natural resources said that at one point they had been misrepresented, because the 
drilling done in the country in earlier years did not prove profitable. 


Currently, offers submitted by various companies interested in coming to the country 


to establish whether the deposits of "black gold" are to be found in profitable 
quantities are being studied. 
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Although it is stated officially that the oil deposits in the country do not contain 
marketable quantities, the definite offer from the Mexican company gives rise to the 
thought that no enterprise would make such an investment without being sure of its 
profitability. 


Foreign Companies Searching 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Mar 81 » 3 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--Honduras has large oil reserves, according to a recent report in 
the prestigious United States periodical NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC REVIEW, published in a 
special issue devoted to energy. 


A map of the oil-producing countries sl Honduras as an “oil reserve," i.e., having 
oil deposits. The "oil reserve" line shows that the oil-bearing zone in Honduras is 
located in the Sula Valley, a part of the northeast region (Colon, Gracias a Dios 

and Olancho), and the country's continental shelf. 


The points on the oil reserve line also extend to the boundary between Honduras and 
Nicaragua. 


According to this report, visible evidence of the existence of oil has been found in 
this region, but the zone is regarded as a worid reserve for such time as the current 
producer countries “lower their level of supply." 


This report coincides with recent statements by the secretary of state for natural 
resources, Rodrigo Castillo, in which he said that contracts have been signed with 
foreign oil enterprises for the drilling of wells in the department of Olancho. 


At the same time, the official said, samples have been sent abroad for the pertinent 
tests and examinations, in order to establish if the deposits of oil in Honduras are 
capable of producing some 1,500 barrels per day, while the national consumption is 
12,000 barrels per day. 


Moreover, it is very curious that enterprises such as Texaco, Esso, Union 0il and 
others have for some time been investing more than 50 million lempiras in their oil 
prospecting in Honduras, without any visible evidence of the now very expensive 
"black gold." There are those who say that these oil enterprises would hardly make 
such an investment without the certainty that it (the investment) can be recovered. 


The fact is, the secretary of state for natural resources himself has confirmed that 
work has been underway in drilling oil wells in some parts of the department of 
Olancho, when there has been no public knowledge of such activities previously. 


Another fact which has drawn considerable attention--old news now, but taking on 
considerable contemporary interest--is that some enterprises carried out exploration 
some years ago on the continental shelf off Honduras, making an investment of almost 
22,000 lempiras per day for more than 6 months, and coming to the “conclusion that 
there was oil, but not in marketable quantities.” 


An individual who worked as a drilling assistant on one of these projects told LA 
PRENSA that the technicians spoke English in order to prevent the Honduran workers 
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from understanding what they said However, he had learned that language before 

going to work there and overheard on more than one occasion discussion of the existence 
of “black gold" in substantial quantities, with the comment that it would be better 

to seal them off and leave them as reserves for the future. 


LA PRENSA is attempting to obtain complete detaile on the report which the presti- 
gious North American periodical carried on the oil reserves in Honduras in order to 
contirm what hae been said here. 


Mine Cape Well 
Tegucigalpa EL CRONISTA in Spanieh 11 Mar 61 p 12 


[Text] The oil sample taken out of the Mine Cape well by the Union Petroleum 
Company of Honduras, and kept a total secret to date by that company ase well as by 
the central government, totaled approximately 17 barrels. 


The Mine Cape well, the first to be successfully exploited in our country, according 
to our sources, is lecated on the continental shelf off Honduras in the Atlantic 
Ocean, very close to Puerto Lempira, the capital of the department of Gracias a Dios. 


The sample obtained was refined and analyzed in a special laboratory at the general 
mines and hydrocarbons office under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. It was found at the laboratory that the Honduran o11 contains 56 percent 
gasoline, 15 percent kerosene and the balance is diesel oil. 


According to the report obtained from those knowledgeable in the matter, as well as 
sectors interested in o11 exploitation in Honduras, a struggle among various inter- 
national companies, those based in the United States in particular, for hegemonic 
control of a number of sites where samples have been obtained has already begun 


The drilling of the weil where 011 was found was the only effort made in the broad 
area of the Honduran continental shelf, for which reason the pertinent authorities 
regard it as virgin territory for exploration, our sources said. 


On the other hand, sectors which say that the president of the republic, Gen Policarpo 
Paz Garcia, was presented with a draft plan for oil exploration, stated that the cost 
f the drilling alone would range between 300 million and a billion lempiras. 


it was stated, finally, that other international companies are keeping under their 
wn strict control other successful drillings they have carried out in the northern 
part of the country, specifically in the environs of Puerto Cortes. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


NEW CORN VARLETY PLANTED--The Secretariat of Natural Resources, through the Corn 
Project Agricultural Research Program, has selected the planting of the Guayape 
B-101 variety seed, that is being distributed among the farmers of Valle de Guayape 
and Jamastran. The northeastern section has been chosen, because that area is 
considered to have the greatest production capacity, and because this variety can 
tolerate corn oidium, a disease which attacks this region. The Secretariat of 
Natural Resources expects a better production from the B-101 variety this year, and 
it may be extended to other sections of the country, after prior agroclimatological 
research. [Excerpts] [Tegucigalpa EL CRONISTA in Spanish 17 Mar 81 p 7] 2909 


BRITISH AID--Today, Peter Meinertzhage , general manager of the Development Agency 
of the British Commonwealth, a state corporation that will invest 5 million pounds 
sterling in the country's various development programs, arrived in Tegucigalpa. 

Mr Meinertzhagen is accompanied by William Laing, the Development Agency's regional 
representative, and Adrian Kerwood, that institution's auditor, who have been with 
him on his various visits to locations where projects of large scope will be carried 
out. This afternoon, the British delegation visited the foreign minister of the 
republic, Col Cesar Elvir Sierra, with whom it analyzed the investment system for 
projects in which the entity is interested. The British ambassador to our country 
reported that officials from CONSUPLANE, the Ministry of Financ. and the National 
Electric Power Company would be taking part in that meeting The representatives of 
the British Crown will be in our country for a period of 6 days, to become apprised 
of the Bajo Aguan and El Cajon projects, according to our source, [Text] 
[Tegucigalpa EL CRONISTA in Spanish 20 Mar 81 pp 1, 6) 2909 


PEASANT LEADER DENIES ARREST--Marcial Euceda, secretary general of the National 
Union of Peasants, has voiced his surprise over the newspaper reports that he is 
under arrest by police forces. The genera! coordinator of the Honduran Na ional 
Peasant Unity Front briefly discussed the subject, noting that the news item was 
sheer speculation. [Text] [PA041740 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 
1130 GMT 4 Apr 81) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


FINAL VOTE COUNT--The final count in the Local Government elections of March 2 
has given the ruling Jamaica Labour Party 252 seats to the %pposition PNP's 23 
seats. Preliminary figures showed that 548,400 people or 56.15 per cent of the 
electorate voted, with the JLP getting 348,065 votes to the PNP's 200,300. In 
the 1977 Local Government elections the then ruling PNP had received 417,768 
votes to the JLP's 318,180. Then PNP had won 230 divisions to the JLP's 30. 

A total of 742,149 people voted amounting to 58.74 per cent of the electorate. 
The Electoral Office said yesterday that all but two of the final counts in all 
the divisions had come in. The outstanding divisions are Fletcher's Land and 
Parade Gardens in Kingston. The final count in the Fletcher's Land division which 
had caused some controversy showed Mr. Dennis Ho of the PNP winning with 2,537 
votes and Mr. Churchill Neita of the JLP getting 2,345 votes. Although the final 
count had been completed, the Returning Officer cannot send the returns to the 
Electoral Office until seven days after the count is recorded, a spokesman for 
the Electoral Office said. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in Eng) ish 

25 Mar 81 p 1) 


BANANA PROBLEMS--Dissatisfaction by handlers in the United Kingdom with the quality 
of bananas being sent from this island has caused the Banana Company to suspend 

all shipments of fruit from here to that source until the situation is remedied. 
Suspension has come on the heels of two shipments of fruit last month, the first 
such shipment since the destruction wrought on the industry by Hurricane Allen 

in August last year. Hurricane Allen, destroyed some 40,000 acres of 75 percent 

of the island's banana cultivation, the areas of greatest devastation being in 
Portland and St. Mary. At the same time, the volume of fruit from Jamaica has 
been steadily declining, from 150,000 tons in 1969/70, to just over 70,000 tone 
last year. Reports from the United Kingdom are that while the volume and quality 
of Jamaican bananas have been declining, the volume of fruit from South and Central 
America and has been increasing and the quality has been consistently good. jas 
published) [Excerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 27 Mar 81 p 1) 


COFFEE INDUSTRY EXPANSION--The Coffee Industry Board has embarked on a $14 mil- 
lion expansion programme aimed at increasing the net foreign exchange earnings, to 
provide rural] employment «nd to increase farmer's income. The programme also pro- 
vides for the establishm nt of 600 acres of coffee annually. Agriculture Minister, 
the Hon. Percival Broder:ck, announced this in the House of Representatives on 
Tuesday night as he sougnt the House's approval for the g vernment to guarantee a 
loan of X 3.6 million ($14.4 million) from the Commonwealth Development Corpora- 
tion to the Coffee industry Board to plant 3,000 acres of coffee in the Blue 
Mountain area over a period of five years. [Excerpt) [Kineston THE DAILY GLEANER 
in English 26 Mar 81 pp 1, 12) 
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MEXICO 
COUNTRY SECTLON 


BRIEFS 


PESO DECLINES SLICHTLY=<-<The Mexican peso, in ite declining “float,” arrived yester- 
day at the rate of 24 to the dollar for normal cash transactions; 23.85 for trane- 
actions in documents; and 23.7950 for inter-bank transactions. The variation [in 
the exchange rate!) between 23 and 24 pesos to the dollar has persisted over the 
preceding nine months, starting on June 1980. [Excerpt] [Mexico City EL SOL DE 
MEXICO in Spanish 1 Apr 81 p i-B, 4-B) 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


CONSEQUENCES OF U.S. AID CUT-OFF DISCUSSED 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 18 Mar 81 p 27 


[Text] The possible resumption (or non-resumption) of the American aid to Nicaragua 
poses a complex problem for Washington, the roote of which include the relationship 
between the Sandiniste and the Salvadoran guerrillas. The greatest danger is that 
Nicaragua may surrender to the socialist bloc. 


The current events in Nicaragua, which appear to challenge the consistency of the 
Sandini . regime, display a complicated range of questions, in Washington's view, 
interconnected by the preexisting question of whether or not to resume the United 
States’ economic aid to Managua. 


The problem has deep roots dating back to the erratic relationship between the 
Nicaraguan Sandinist movement and the Salvadoran leftist guerrillas. In fact, it 

is considered certain that the rebel groups in El Salvador contributed large amounts 
of money to aid the Sandinists when the latter were fighting to overthrow the dicta- 
tor Anastasio Somoza. The Nicaraguan revolutionary leadership has become divided 
over the current proposal for retribution. 


‘The Best Possible Assistance’ 


The “dogmatic ones" favor aid to the leftists in El Salvador, while the “pragmatiste” 
claim that they cannot jeopardize their own victory by becoming involved in the 
Salvadoran conflict. One Sandinist official, quoted by the WASHINGTON POST, said: 
"We are providing them with the best possible assistance by consolidating the success 
of ovr revolution. And they understand this and accept it.” 


Such ts the position that appears to prevail in the Sandinist government, which 
denied (as “absurd inventions of the CIA") the claims by the U.S. State Department 
regarding Nicaraguan aid to the flow of arms for the guerrillas in El Salvador. 


A Moderate Line 


he United States’ allies, both in Europe and Latin America, have almost unanimously 
vreed that, if Washington stops its economic aid to Nicaragua, the result will be 
serely to discredit the position of the “pragmatists” and a resultant strengthening 
‘f the “dogmatic ones,” to whom the collaboration with the Salvadoran leftists is a 
matter of principle transcending any other strategic or tactical consideration. 








Western diplomatic sources also quoted by the Washington newspaper indicated that 

the Sandinist regime, lacking in experience, is still flexible, and has not finished 
taking an economic or political position. They ask: "Then why force it to take a 
stand, and why force it with such methods (the suspension of aid)?" They also 
underscore the weaknesses of the Managua government: "Why give it not only an 

excuse for ite mistakes, but also an enemy against which it would succeed in regroup- 
ing ite forces?” 


Moderate Leftists 


To date, the Sandinist leaders have pursued a relatively moderate line for a leftist 
revolution: They are maintaining a mixed economy and a pluralistic political sys- 
tem. Despite their rhetoric, 80 percent of the land remains in private hands (with 
but a few exceptions, only the property of Somoza, his family and his circle of 
close friends has been confiscated); private business owners control 60 percent of 
the national economy; and the opposition newspaper, LA PRENSA, with a larger circu- 
lation than that of the progovernment newspapers combined, is basically free, and 
criticizes the authorities despite an inconstant censorship decree. 


Some prominent members of the Nicaraguan economic community (which, although it is 
criticized by the regime, is achieving increasing notoriety) would surely give a 
joyful welcome to the stoppage of American economic aid, in the hope that this 
attitude would open the floodgates for the “counterrevolution,” and even United 
States intervention. 


‘We Are Not Like the Cubans’ 


But William Baez, member of the powerful Superior Council of Private Enterprise 

(the chamber of commerce), unequivocally maintains that most business owners are 
opposed to such a possibility. Baez told the WASHINGTON POSE: “We are not like the 
Cubans; referring to the business owners from the island who left the country after 
the Castro revolution. “We are remaining. If the United States abandons us, it 
will be the end of the moderates. It is our own heads that are at stake.” 


Strictly speaking, all the American economic aid that has been planned amounts to 
515 million, left from the previous budget, plus $50 million proposed in the current 
budget. Such amounts cannot be considered crucial for an economy such as that of 
Nicaragua which is faced with a budgetary deficit presumed to exceed $300 million. 


The real problem lies in the fact that the decision to stop the aid could affect 
the predisposition of the international financial groups to maintain the credit 
that has kept the Nicaraguan economy afloat thus far. The loss of that credit 
would be a biow. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


JUNTA MEMBER RAMIREZ DISCUSSES CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, OPPOSITION 


Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 25 Mar 81 Sec C p 1 


[Report on interview with Sergio Ramirez, member of the Sandinist National Director- 
ate and the Government Junta, by Pedro Fancisco Lizardo, in Niquinohomo; date not 
given } 


|\Text] “The personage who is most savagely fought over with us, and who will continue 
to be fought over with us, by those with the reactionary train of thought is unques- 
tionably that of General Sandino. But this fact is not fortuitous nor unfounded:to 
take possession of Sandino means taking ideological possession of the revolution and 
its consequences; and wanting (o take possession of Sandiniem means wanting to take 
possession of the driving force of our history. And to discredit Sandino means to 
discredit or to change the future, to falsify the nation that Sandino founded and, 
once again, to pawn the fatherland that Sandino liberated." 


The comments were uttered clearly and firmly on an afternoon in Niquinohomo, with a 
constant rise in the tone of protest and denunciation, devoid of concessions or emo- 
tionalism. 


"Lt would please them because there is no doubt that, to them, rejecting Sandino 
after Sandino triumphed would be suicide; an innocuous, inoffensive Sandino, the 
picturesque figure with the broad-brimmed Stetson hat and cartridge belt. They 
desire his nationaliem, but an abstract nationalism; and want to isolate Sandino, 
so as to bury him again and forget him.” 


The tone became harsher and more direct, clear and categorical: "Because Sandino 
had been buried in 1934, with the complacency and silence of those fawning gentlemen, 
cajoling merchants and prosperous landholders, whose heirs are now striving to 
snatch the people's hero from them, disguise him and keep him in the tomb from 

which he emerged to then.” 


The speaker was S » Ramirez, member of the Sandinist National Directorate and the 
Government Junta; tue novelist of “Time of Splendor” and “Did the Blood Frighten 
You?": the short story writer of "On Confusion and Outrage” and of the prize-winning 
magazine [MAGEN, in 1971; the researcher of “The Living Thought of Sandino” (an 
inexhaustible and necessary book); and, finally, the man who retrieved the fantast ix 
vemoirs of Abelardo Cuadra; a “man of the Caribbean,” turbulent and unique, steeped 
in the mire of his contradictions, a character in a novel that has not yet been 
written. It was during the main ceremony marking the 4/th anniversary of the assas- 
sination of Gen Augusto Cesar Sandino, a moving, different, historic and earthy 
mony; there we met Sergio Ramirez, the leader and writer. A few days later, 
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we found him in his government office, a plain room with portraits of Sandino, good 
lighting and an atmoaphere of intense activity We were facing the politician, 
Visiting him together with Jose Aguatin Catala, Juan Francisco Catala, Armando Flores 
Amador, Lizandro Chavez Alfaro and Silvio Mora, Catala, the editor, brought two 
portraits for hia office, of Bolivar and Sandino, the work of painter Alfredo Rodri- 
guez, and a book just published in Venezuela by Centauro, “The Plundering of Nicara- 
gua,” by Rafael Nogales Mendez, which had been printed in New York 50 years ago. 

lt wae a brief, useful interview. The editor signed a contract for a new expanded 
edition of "The Living Thought of Sandine," and we spent a few minutes exchanging 
views on the current Nicaraguan situation. On that day, the most prominent local 
news was that of the imprisonment of Dr Jose Esteban Gonzalez, ameasure which upset 
the Christian Democre.ic world, causing diplomats and correspondents to make hasty 
trips. Sergio Ramirez was categorical in his judgment of the case. 


He stated: “According to the revolutionary laws of Nicaragua, the state has the 
authority to bring to trial those citizens who prove to be responsible for acts that 
harm the security and integrity of the country. The Ministry of Justice of Nicara- 
gua has ‘udged that the campaign which Mr Jose Esteban Gonzalez has conducted for 

4 long time abroad to denigrate the revolution with false reports deserves the imple- 
mentation of this ‘Law on Maintenance of Public Order and Security,’ inasmuch as it 
jeopardizes the stability of the country and is highly detrimental to the revolution- 
ary process.” 


“Was it the only solution?” 


“We hed been patient with those positions and activities of Mr Gonzalez, but our 
capacity to interpret political pluralism as being synonymous with destabilization 
reached its maximum point of tolerance. It has been proven that the coordinator 
only desires to unbalance the country. ihat is why we brought him before the autho- 
rized courts.” 


(The trial againat Mr Gonzalez was lightning-swift. Upon our return to Caracas we 
learned that . ve coordinator had been released after reneging on the statements 
that had taken him to jail.) 


"Then can we infer that this has been a long-standing campaign?” 


Of course. This campaign started from the moment when the political groups to which 
Mr Gonzalez belongs (he is not neutral nor apolitical, because he is a member of a 
minority, counterrevolutionary political party) realized that their political option 
id been defeated, and that, with the Liquidation of the Somoza dictatorship by the 
force of arme, the Sandinist Front had also defeated those traditional groups that 
ynlw wanted an imitation solution for Nicaragua, and that did not want the downfall 
the dictatorship, but rather the replacement of Somoza, so as to give Nicaragua 
» regise which would tolerate the abuses of the past and would not make any substan- 
tial change at all in the prevailing situation. At that time, this resentment and 
this animosity toward the revolution and the intensity of the revolutionary process 
began to the expressed when individuals such as Mr Gonzalez, through the Human Rights 
mmission, showed a vehement intolerance for the process and, from the outset, 
started to accuse us of human rights violations, and to blame the government of 
tational reconstruction for the spontaneous shooting that the people did in the 
Streets during the first weeks after the victory.” 
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sergio Ramirez speaks fluently and forcibly. He almost seems not to gage his words, 
but the reality is different: Each one carries weight and an obvious significance. 


He stresses: "Because this is something that we have always recognized: the fact 

that, 8o long as we did not totally control the national territory,there were indi- 
viduals in towns and villages of the interior who took justice into their own hands 
againet henchmen, informers and torturers. I repeat, since we did not have total 
control over order in Nicaragua, it was impossible for us to curb those excesses. 

fut the regime's policy intention from the very first day was to prevent this situa- 
tion. We publicly stated our repudiation of these shootings. It was the desire of 
the revolution to be consistent with its policy of respect for the lives of prisoners. 


"I understand that Christian Democracy in Nicaragua is divided, because there is an 
Opposition group to which Mr Gonzalez belongs and another one that is sharing in 
government activities. What ie the real situation?" 


"That is so! The Social Christian Party of Nicaragua became divided after the death 
ot its leader, Dr Manolo Morales Peralta, who died in 1975. After Manolo's death, 
the Social Christian Party which he had kept united through the force of his person- 
ality and his influence was divided into two branches: the reactionary-conservative 
one, which is the one represented by Mr Gonzalez, and the authentic, consistent one, 
which is the one that is integrated into the revolution's patriotic front, and is 
represented by Comrade Macia and other leaders. It is the base that has the most 
influence among the workers, the middle-class sectors and the student groups; while 
Mr Gonzalez's little group represents only minority interests, and the only thing 
they have is "free agent status" (as it is called on baseball teams) to operate, 
because they enjoy the recognition of the Christian Democratic Organization of the 
Americas (ODCA) and that of other international organizations, but as for popular 
recognition, none!" 


"No kind of backing?" 


"Well, none in the country, ebsolutely none. If they called upon the people here 
to demonstrate on their behalf, they would not gather any more than their relatives, 
and perhaps not all of them." 


We changed the subject, now bringing up the topic of LA PRENSA, Pedro Joaquin Cha- 
worro's newspaper which maintains strong opposition to the Sandir ‘ist regime. 


fo Sergio Ramirez, the matter is very clearcut: 


de explains: “The same thing happeoed with 4 ‘AENSA as \ ppened with the Social 
Christian Party; only it was later, after the overthrow of the dictatorship. In 
ther words, the line represented by the thinking of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal 
went from LA PRENSA to founding EL NUEVO DIARIO. And some of Dr Chamorro's rela- 
‘ives wo had the “free agent status" of LA PRENSA (the baseball term fits here as 
well) kept the name of the newspaper and, in order to fill the positions of the 
n. journalists and workers who had left there (nearly 200 persone from the 
id ; ;, OF rather from the true ‘press, left), they recruited the worst of the 
intr)’ s reactionaries, gathering them from their own hideouts: old Somezist and 
para=Somocist newsmen, newsmen with stubborn anticommunist lines, and obscur..tist 
ideologues who had never in their lives practiced journalism. And that is what is 
| lay ‘nm the thinking of that newspaper...." 
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But all does not seem to be lost. There are in the newspaper other less intolerant 
movements. Sergio Ramirez is convinced of this, and says so: 


“However, we do admit that there is within the newspaper itself (he stresses) another 
more consistent line striving to express itself, namely that represented by the 
editor, Pablo Antonio Cuadra." 


We return to Sandino. We comment on the attempt by some sectors to depict an anti- 
septic, reactionary and highly manipulated tmage of the founder of the new Nicaragua 
We recall his remarks in Niquinohomo. 


Ramirez emphasizes: "That is part of the ideological struggle in which we are involv- 
ed. LA PRENSA wants to present a reactionary Sandino; and that is a rather difficult 
task. But this is the newspaper's position...." 


"Don't you think that the period of the ideological struggle is the most arduous and 
difficult one of the revolution?" 


"Of course, it is the most difficult, and the one in which we are essentially impli- 
cated. But we also always attempt to retain . initiative in this area." 


We now mention the top.c of the cultural process. A year ago, Sergio Ramirez depicted 
the revolutionary program with this comment: "We aspire to a culture that will involve 
the largest number of individuals in the country. As part of the revolutionary cul- 
ture we must deal with cultural integration, but not the stratification of culture 
based on values that are not clearly popular." And, in commenting on the creation 

of the Ministry of Culture, he injected an innovative, attractive concept. He said: 
“We do not conceive of it as a Ministry of Fine Arts, but rather a Ministry of Cul- 
ture." (A viewpoint that is worthwhile publicizing in this country, where quite the 
contrary holds true, where we are bogged down in personal aestheticism and the "fine 
arts policy” still keeps us deluded and little more than captives.) 


He declares: "Since the victory of the revolution, we have tried to make an effort to 
expand culture on the popular level. The task is difficult, because of our serious 
limitations in material resources, but we have the advantage that, since this is a 
popular process, we could establish access to culture through the mass organizations 
and mobilizations, as the only means of reaching the broadest majorities with culture. 
And we have done this by means of the People's Cultural Centers organized in each 
neighborhood, each town and every corner of the country; also, of course, by using 

the promotion of national cultural values; in other words, dance, music, folklore 

and the political understanding of what real culture is in Nicaragua. This is our 


way of dealing with the matter. It does not mean that we are attempting to carry 
out here a preeminently folklorist or ex. ssively nationalist culture. We uphold 
the proposition that, in order to project ourselves universally and to receive the 
universal contribution from culture, we must first found our own on our own values. 


[This is something that has never happened here. 


"Correct. fou men.ioned, on this topic, that in Nicaragua before the revolution, 
the only thing that existed was ‘a tropical, repressive vaccum.’ Now, based on 
what you have just explained to us, does that mean that you are working with a 


total concept of culture in the service of the people?” 





‘Considering the people themselves as a source of inspiration?" 
‘That is what I mean." 


"There are two aspects of the revolutionary cultural process which are very note- 
worthy: the poetry workshops and the gains made in the field of teaching reading and 
writing. Within 5 months, powered by an impressive popular mobilization, nearly half 
i million persons were taught to read and write. This endeavor won recongition from 
NESCO, Now that the first phases of those programs have been completed, what are 
the prospects for this year?" 


‘The poetry workshops that we have established in the barracks and garrisons of the 
sandinist Army, the schools and trade unions, the police departments, etc., have 

been showing splendid results. With this experiment, having indisputable repercus- 
sions on the people, we have attempted to disclose the poetic form of expression 

with which every individual made sensitive by the revolution tends to express him- 
self. Of course we are not trying to make every Nicaraguan a poet; we merely aspire 
to enhance his sensitivity. And in the area of education (the fabulous success of 
our campaign to teach reading and writing which won the UNESCO Nadezhda K. Krupskaya 
Prize, 1s already known), I can tell you that, at the present time, there are 300,000 
students enrolled who will have an opportunity to take an accelerated course to 

reach the fourth grade of elementary school, which is when we consider the process 

of teaching reading and writing irreversible. That course will equip them to gradu- 
ate from elementary school and continue with a technical course." 


In 1977, the Monte Avila Press published "Did the Blood Frighten You?" by Sergio 
Ramirez. At the time, emphasis was placed on the innovative quality of his story 
telling, and the intensity and neutrality of his language which is, simultaneously, 
"speech and writing, monolog and narration." We used this as an excuse to ask about 
his literary work, an extensive, varied, strong, very personal work. In addition to 
telling him that we had read it, we recall some of his characters: El Jiguero, Che- 
pito, the Talenos, Turco, La Nina de las Rosas....His response is categorical and 
surprising: 


"Well, you were very fortunate to have read that book, because now I have found that 
t was never distributed. Every time Graciela (Graciela Avendano, the bold Venezue- 
an woman of the Sandinist revolution) comes from Caracas, she brings me hundreds 
more copies. And that really annoys me a great deal, because, at the time when | 


igned the contract with Monte Avila, on the same date, because of personal friend- 
ip with Guillermo Sucre, who se.ected this book for that publishing house, i gave 
p a contract with Siglo XXI of Mexico. And now it turns out that the book did not 


even leave the shops of Monte Avila to go abroad.... 
for ‘The Living Thought of Sandino,’ the commitment for the Venezuelan edition 
which you have just signed with Jose Agustin Catala, what innovations des it 
e | fhe question is valid because we have just seen the fifth Central American 
ch states verbatim ‘expanded and definit:ve version." 


fs another book; we might almost call it a new book. It now contains 
documents which I gathered from various sources. There are in it things 
nh bave never been published, such as 'Sandino's Bolivarian P!..,' a text of 
t 30 pages, which are very significant and quite timely, where’ Sanino, with 
i profound Bolivarian sentiment, issues an appeal for Latin Americ no unity There 
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is also another series of letters and manifestos which also have never been brought 
to light. With the inclusion ot these almost unknown texts that lend the book a 
new aspect we think that it grasps the essence of Sandinist thought.” 


“Apart from your regular’research work on Sandinist doctrine, are you engaged in 
literary creation? Do you have any new novel in view? Have you written any new 


gtr 


short stories’ 


"That is a very difficult task for me at present, extremely difficult! My dedica- 
tion is preeminently political; and for literary work one needs to have more time. 
And | obviously do not have that time; all the time I have is deovted to political 
work just now. However, | have not lost hope that, sometime, when the Sandinist 
Front relieves me of these responsibilities, | shall be able to devote my time to 
continuing my literary endeavor.” 


“Now that we are in the political realm, in addition to confirming your assertion 
that ‘a revolution that compromises is a dying revolution,’ what is your view of 
the new United States Government's position on Nicaragua and the process of the 
Sandinist revolution?" 


"Ll believe that, to oppose any kind of policy that the United States might want to 
devise tor its hegemonic interests in the world, we have a greater force than the 
force of any international ballistic missile that the United States might have 
available in its arsenals. And it is the moral force of our revolution. This is 
a poor country, a small country, of course, but we have shown Latin America, and 
the Third World, the possibility of making a creative revolution, a revolution 
that wants to find its own path. To be sure, this path of its own is an anti- 
imperialist path, and a popular path. It cannot be otherwise; let that be made 
clear." 
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“That is very clear.... 


"This is (he adds categorically) a real revolution; it is not a halfway revolution 
or one of lies, but rather a real revolution. Now if that clashes with the inte- 
rests of the United States, we are very sorry, but that will not deter this revolu- 
tionary process. We are not so foolish as to want to confront the United States, as 
if we were a world power. That is not the point. The point is that we want rela- 
tions withthe United States baseu on respect, but starting from the base, I repeat 
that this is a genuine revolution, an irreversible fact that does not allow any 
compromise with our sovereignty. If that is accepted, splendid! Then....” 


1 


‘What will happen?" 


here will be no »roblems, and there will be a good relationship with the United 
States. Now if that is not accepted, there will be problems....I give my word as 
a Sandinist!” 


Sergio Ramirez gives us two albums of Sandino photos. Juanita Bermudez, the writer's 
very kind and efficient secretary, bide us goodbye with her sweet, generous Nicara- 
gpuan cordiality. She is concerned about our stay in Managua; she receives the 

books from Centauro; she confirms interviews; she asks about life in Caracas. When 





we return our passes (green, of course) in the reception room, we notice a short 
line ot visitors waiting for an audience. They include a slim, vigorous man of 
moderate height, dreassed in American style, with a very Hollywood-type plaid 
sports shirt. 

"That is the American ambassador," someone remarks. 


The ambassador, like any other mortal, must also wait his turn. 


Meanwhile, he leafs through the Flores Amador pamphlet, "Bloody Intervention" 
(Nicaragua and its people). 


There is no doubt: times have changed. 


Sandino lives. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


JUNTA MEMBER DISCUSSES RESTRUCTURING, ELECTION, RELATIONS WITH U.S. 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 13, 14 Mar 81 


(Interview with former National Reconstruction Government Junta member Dr Arturo 
J. Cruz, by Adriana Guillen: "A Happy Coincidence"; date and place not given] 


(13 Mar 81, p 5] 
[Text] Introduction 


The political crisis Nicaragua is experiencing now was not overcome with the for- 
mation of the National Reconstruction Government Junta in July of 1979. 


This crisis has manifested itself in different ways, depending on the circumstances. 
In one instance Violeta de Chamorro and Alfonso Robelo resigned from the junta 

after serving 9% months. Then, in order to avoid disaster, the Sandinist Front 
succeeded in adding two conservatives to the new junta. oO: Arturo J. Cruz, an 
economist with great experience in international banking, and Dr kafael Cordova Rivas, 
a lawyer. The FSLN [Sandi:.ist National Liberation Front] gave assurance that there 
had been no crisis. 


After 10 months, Dr Arturo J. Cruz withdrew from the government junta, which was 
reduced to 3 members, and Dr Cruz was appointed ambassador to the United States. 


Cruz had played the role of a moderating element accessible to the democratic sectors 
outside the front. His attitude was one of reflection, openness, and conscientious 
collaboration. 


With the withdrawal of Dr Arturo J. Cruz and the concentration of power in the 
FSLN, some sectors regard the moderate alternative in the junta as excluded, and 
hence the interview with Dr Cruz. 


[Question] Was your withdrawal due to a conflict within the junta, or might it in a 
way be an escape from the internal pressures now that a political hardening on the 
part of the FSLN is foreseen? 


[Answer } [I would like to nalbe it clear first of all that I never had any clashes 
within the junta. We always discussed the points on the junta agenda. I also want 
to explain to you that I u-ver saw the slightest sign of disapproval of the atti- 
tudes which I made public in open fashion and which could be interpreted, lec us 
say, as "different from the o.ticial line of the party, to put it in more polite 


terms. 








Therefore | am convinced that during the term | served as a member o: the government 
junta, there wee pluraliem on the official level and very warr © \«' ions on the 
personal level, 


| met individuale I had not known, such as Dr Moises Hassan, who is an extraordinary 
personality, We never voices hie opinions except to say something concrete, I con= 
sider him 4 great patriot. 


| dealt very little, through The Twel.., with Daniel (Ortega). A great leader, very 
emotional but at the same time calm when it comes to analyzing 4 situation in + sich 
the good of the country is at stake. I believe it is highly desirable for him to 
fill 4 vacuum in the end which absolutely needed to be filled, for the chief of 
state is the true head of the government. 


i have had magnificent relations with the other two members: in Los Doce, with 
Sergio, and in the anti-Somoza movements of the 19508 with Rafael. 


Production and Realiem 


| have faith that the Sandinist Front, which is the organization which has political 
power, will give production and investment all the necessary impetus. It will have 
4 realistic and pragmatic foreign policy, above all with regard to the United States. 
It will also maintain pluraliem in real form, not in appearance only. It seems to 
me that there is 4 little pessimiem in the belief that things are hardening now, 
that thie political intention can be observed. I think thie is a rather pessimistic 
approach. 


1 believe the contrary, on the basis of the fact that the young Sandinist leaders 
are clear about the historic responsibility they bear. They are talented and 
patriotic. They understand-<no one is unaware--that in this country 4 totalitarian 
government has not the slightest possibility of becoming stabilized. 


The Nicaraguan people are an entirely liberated people, and above all, there is no 
political desire on the part of the Sandinist leadership, facts reveal none, of 
assuming an attitude one could term totalitarian. 


When I joined the government junta, i consistently said that I would withdraw if I 
became convinced that I wae not fully carrying out ay functions, or was not 
carrying them out effectively. 


And indeed I have come to the conviction--and for some weeks now I have been con- 
sidering thie matter--that what I could do for ay fellow citizens, what I can do 

for my country 46 a member of the junta, hase come to an end. I could not contribute 
from now on in @ way with whach I could be satisfied. 


i did not have political pow r. I did wt have the strength to win it. Moreover, 

i have always believed that there should (° 4 reorganization so that someone with 
political power could attend to a serie. of needs, and the time had come for me to 
withdraw. For in order to have social peace in the country and true national unity, 
it is necessary to meet these needs set forth by the citizenry. 
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Happy Coincidence 


Thus if I had no political power, | had to withdraw, because having the strength 
to deal with these requirements, | could not give them the attention they need, 
Thue | see 4 happy coincidence in the discussion of restructuring. I believe that 
it is 4 Very positive step which will give the government greater consistency, 
making ite activities more effective to the benefit of the country. In no way do 
I intend to provoke 4 crisis. I am not provoking a crisis. 


[14 Mar 81, p 13) 


[Text] [Question] Doctor, when you speak of a happy coincidence, do you mean that 
your idea of the need for a restructuring of the government coincides with the pro- 
posal presented by the FSLN? 


l[Anewer| I believe that it does indeed come from the FSLN. I caw thie when it was 
ciscussed within the junta, and it seemed to me opportunistic, since I had already 
made the decision either to return to private life or to serve the country in some 
other capacity. Because I did not feel that I was serving the citizenry. 


[Question] And when you say that you have found faith in the revolution, do you 
mean the Sandinist Front, or in what sense do you use the term? 


|Anewer| The revolution is an event in which the Sandinist Front was the vanguard, 
and the Nicaraguan people, various sectors, participated. 


Il have faith that the Sandinist Front will always provide it with the pluralist 
meaning necessary for its advance. I also believe in the basic goals of this 
revolution, such as the elimination of social injustices, economic and social 
development in order effectively to raise the standard of living to Christian, 
decent levels of social justice. 


I have faith in the revolution because I know that the young people participating in 
the national leadership of the Sandinist Front are very patriotic Nicaraguans, and 
because of their training as such, they are democratic and tolerant. They are tolerant, 
they accept criticism. What happens is that governments must deal with conflicts 
between freedom and fear of the weakening of authority. What I see is a desire for 
the strengthening of authority, but in no way for the suppression of liberty. This 
is not the political intention of the front. 


In addition I have faith in the revolution because it is based on an eminently 
national effort- ich is publicly accepted, is it not?--which is Nicaraguan and 
has the supple’ cary support of the international community, which has respect for 
the sovereignty of this country. In no way do I seen an intention by any power to 
make an ideological slave of this country. 


[Question] Do you see the Cuban model of economic and social development as 
desirable for Nicaragua? 


[Answer] I have always said that our model must be an eclectic one. In other 
words, we must take the best from each example. And there may be aspects of 
interest and desirable for the Nicaraguan people in the Cuban model of economic and 
social development. 
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[Question] When the businesses were eliminated and replaced by state shops in Chile 
when Allende was in power, the result was disastrous for distribution and the 
economy, The same thing ha happened in Cuba despite the CDR [Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution) rationing cards. Now the Ministry of Domestic Trade in 
Nicaragua is creating people's stores through ite distribution agency, the ENABAS 


[National Staple Foods Enterprise]. Ae an economist, do you coneider thie measure 
wise? 


lAnewer) We have little time for thie interview. It would be better for you to 
talk with Sergio Ramirez, who is involved with the project. I wae only involved 
tangentially. 


[Question] You said a moment ago that Nicaragua will not be made into a slave by 
the great powers. But it is public knowledge that the United States has told the 
FSLN that U.S. economic aid can only be obtained if the Sandinist Front suspends the 
shipment of weapons to El Salvador. What are the possibilities that these talks 
will lead to an agreement resulting in a pledge that the Sandinist Front will not 
send weapons to El Salvador in exchange for removal by the U.S. of ite condition 
that economic aid will depend on the establishment of a pluralistic democracy in 
Nicaragua, i.e., independent of the installation of a Sandinist military dictator- 
ship? 


The People Alone 


[Answer] The charges that weapons are being sent are merely charges, and have not 
been corroborated by proof. The revolutionary government does not negotiate its 
self-determination and it obviously would not submit to conditions imposed by any- 
one. But it is also a fact that the revolutionary government has a policy favoring 
a solution without bloodshed in El Salvador. 


This solution should occur within the Latin American context, without foreign inter- 
ference. Peace in Central America should be the main concern. 


Now the best guarantee that there are no intentions here of establishing a dicta~- 
torial regime should not be reported negotiation proposals made by another power, 
whether it be the United States, the Soviet Union, or any other, but rather the 
revolutionary government's sense of honor and responsibility toward its people. 


It is solely the Nicaraguan people themselves who can impose conditions on the 
revolutionary government of Nicaragua. 


[Question] In your judgment, did national reconstruction have priority fo: the 
government junta, or did the political aspect displace interest in economic re- 
construction? 


[Answer] No, I do not believe that. The junta was working a minimum of 11 or 12 
hours a day. And | can assure you that the only time that tension is devoted to 
the political aspect is when it comes to finding solutions which affect social 
peace. But 95 percent of the time is devoted to reconstruction problems, the 
budget, reactivation, the problems of each ministry, health, housing and agri- 
culture. No, Adriana, I believe that the government junta devotes almost all of 
its time to the matter of reconstruction, obtaining foreign resources, negotiations 
with other governments--in a word, national affairs, exclusive of political con- 

ai one. 
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but political reorganization was needed in order to have greater dynamism in the 
process of decisions, Above all there was a need for a government head, for a 
final decision, where all discussion stops. And Daniel Ortega provides this. 


[Question] Doctor, doesn't it seem to you that this government head should have 
resulted from an election? 


[Answer] Well, but the fact is we are in a period of emergency, after a war of 
liberation, When this emergency period ends, to which a period of grace has been 
added=-I believe it will end in 1986=-then indeed I agree that it should be the 


people of Nicaragua who decide by popular consultation who will be the head of the 
government. 


[Question] Would you favor an election or some other form of consultation, Doctor? 
[Anewer| It would have to make use of a truly democratic procedure. 


[Question] Of the Cuban type, such as the assembly of the people's government in 
Cuba? 


[Anewecr] No, I have nothing specific in mind. But this consultation must occur 
in a form in which the Nicaraguan people can express their desire freely without 
coercion of any kind. 


[Quest om] Elections such as were held in Peru when Belaunde-Terry was elected? 
[Answer] Yes, these were popular and direct elections. 


[Question] Are historical parallels being seen again with the presence of Dr 
Cordova Rivas in the junta’ 


[Answer] No, because Dr Cordova Rivas is there in his personal capacity, although 
without a doubt it reflects his affiliation and his very active participation in the 
Conservative Party. But it could perfectly well have been Alfonso Robelo, since 

the MDN [Nicaraguan Democratic Movement] is represented in the government junta. 


[Question] Now that you are going to the United States as ambassador, Doctor, do 
you believe that the currently tense relations with Nicaragua will improve? 


[Anewer!] It would be very presumptious on my part to say yes. However, I am certain 
that | am going to devote all my energies to representing the national interests of 
my fatherland. 


|Question| However, your activities in Washington require support in the foreign 
policy of Nicaragua. What are your suggestions in this connection? 


|[Anewer] Well, I believe that all efforts should be channe!ed toward relations of 
coexistence with the United States, such as to prevent a clash between that country 
and the Nicaraguan revolution, leading in fact to quite the contrary, particularly 
since very objective conditions exist for making these relations fruitful and 


stronger 
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[Question] Doctor, some members of the Sandinist Front have said that thie is the 
only communist revolution financed by the United States, What do you think? 


\Anawer) I have heard nothing like that. I have no comment to make. 


[Question] You have said that you are a conservative and a Christian. But ideo= 
logically, Doctor, do you identify yourself with Marxism-Leninism, with social 
democracy or with just democracy, without any modifiers? 


[Answer] I do not like to place myself within any defined context, because I do 
not understand these matters very well. I have always been frank. I believe in 
social justice, and therefore I support the revolution, and ae a Christian, well, 
[ am a Christian, as almost a majority of Nicaraguane are. 


5157 
cso: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


ROBELO GIVES DEPOSITION ON ATTACK ON MDN OFFICE 
PAL31240 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 8 Apr 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Alfonso Robelo Callejas, leader of the Nicaraguan Democratic Movement (MDN), 
appeared in court unexpectedly yesterday around 0930 and made his deposition 
concerning the events surrounding the destruction of the MDN office. 


This is the core of his deposition: that, as a member of the MDN National Executive 
Committee, he feele like the offended party in this case; that he doesn't know 

who offended him because on the day of the incident he was neither on the scene 

nor in the country; that what he knows about the matter is what the eyewitnesses 
told him. They said that a group of angry individuals attacked the party office 
with clubs and stones. Robelo said that, according to what the eyewitnesses told 
him and if memory doesn't fail him, the incidents under investigation took place 

on 10 March around 1800. 


Robelo said that he doesn't know why those people attacked the MDN office but he 
assumes that someone ordered them to do so since the attack was staged in a 
coordinated way and according to a plan; that he bases the assumption on the fact 
that the assailants came in several vehicles and acted as if they knew the place 
by heading for specific targets such as doors, windows, typewriters, the switch- 
board, files and other office furniture and destroying them, according to what the 
eyewitnesses told me. 


Robelo said that the eyewitnesses who told him about the incident are Alvaro Jerez, 
Anibal Arana, Jaime Vega and Carlos Siles Levy. The deponent assumes from the way 
that the assailants conducted themselves that they were following orders; that he 
doesn't know who gave the orde4s; that he doesn't know the name of anyone involved 
in the incident under investigation; however, the words painted on the walls of 
the office are the same ones constantly used in the official media to offend the 
party; that the deponent is a member of the MDN National Executive Committee and 
chairman of its national council. 


cso: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


NATURE OF TRUE COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES POINTED OUT 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Mar 81 p 2 
[Article by Pedro J. Chamorro B.: "The Real Enemies of the Wheat") 


[Text] On Tuesday, two American congressmen who recently visited Nicaragua and the 
newspaper LA PRENSA called me on the telephone, expressing great concern and inte- 
rest in becoming apprised of what happened over the weekend. 


Congressmen David Bonior, a Democrat from Michigan, and Robert Davis, a Republican 
from Michigan, were, at the time of the call, about to resume the discussion of 
whether the loan was to be granted for the Nicaraguan wheat purchase. 


1 want to confirm the following to the people of Nicaragua: 


After asking me to give them a press summary of what occurred over the weekend, and 
the official reaction to these events, the congressmen expressed disappointment, 
because they were optimistic when they learned that the permit had been granted to 
the MDN [Nicaraguan Democratic Movement], and that LA PRENSA had printed their 
statements (which were of course highly favorable) in its issue of last Saturday. 


To be sure, the account that I gave them included the official approval for this 
action published in a communique dated Tuesday, 17 March. 


After I had given them a brief summary of what happened throughout the country, 
events with which we are all familiar, they asked me whether, even after this, I 
still thought that they should proceed to grant the loan for the wheat purchase. 
This was my answer: 


[ definitely think so. I have two reasons for this: The refusal of credit to us, 
which is something very small for you, has caused a great negative impact here, and 
the government has harshly attacked the American government in all the news media, 
further intensifying the serious differences and problems that already exist. 


And secondly, I am a Nicaraguan and, as a patriot, I wish the best for my people. 
This is not assistance that you will give to the government, but rather to the 
Nicaraguan people. 


I do not agree with the ideology of the National Directorate of the FSLN [Sandinist 
National Liberation Front], nor do I approve of its actions; but this wheat is not 
for them, but rather for our people. This is what I recommended to the congressmen. 
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The ones opposed to assistance coming to Nicaragua, the real counterrevolutionaries, 
are those who, by their actions, disgrace the name of Nicaragua, and those who 
incite others to violence in the name of a peace that they have never practiced. 


The counterrevolution ie very internal, in the speeches, the stonings and the club- 
bings, in the words that deatroy; in the attitudes of those who think that the revo- 
lution is a pinata wherein anything is allowed if it is done in the name of the 
people, who remain silent, observing how there is daily abuse of their name. 


The real enemies of the wheat are close by, and very internal. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 





PAPER FIND® ISURASATA ARRESTS ALARMING 
Managua LA PREs.‘ in Spanish 23 Feb 81 p 2 
[Editorial: "Alarming MISURASATA Arrests") 


{Text} There has been a series of arrests of leaders of the organization reore- 
senting the Miskitos, Sumos and Ramas of the Atlantic Coast, MISURASATA. This 

has caused great alarm among these Indian groups, including areas such as the 
Rosita mine, Puerto Cabezas, Bluefields and Zelaya Sur. The probleme which 

have arisen between many coastal residents and Sandinist officials are complex and 
at the present time we do not have the facts necessary to judge them. However, 

we want to go on record as stressing that any conflicts of any nature must be re- 
solved through dialog and not through force. The experience of using force is 
fueling the distrust and hostility in many coastal areas and may be the source of 
critical, violent situations in the future. Lester Ather, a MISURASATA leader, 
came to Managua last year, was arrested and is still reported missing. Now in 
February another leader, Marcos Bello, has been arrested, a worker belonging to the 
Puerto Cabezas Fishing Union has been killed by the police, Prof Ezael Lau, 
MISURASATA's representative in the literacy campaign, has been arrested and MISURA- 
SAIA's otfticial representative to the Council of State, Stedman Fagoth Muller, has just 
been arrested. The accusation levied against him by the Ministry of the Interior, 
far from providing any clarity or hope, has proved to be alarming; after that 
ministry has had access to all Somoza Security cards and documents for more than a 
year and a half, he is accused of having belonged to the OSN [Office of National 
Security]. The logical question which we ask is: Why has it taken this long? Why 
is there this coincidence between such an accusation and a period in which there is 
a series of actions against various MISURASATA leaders? 


To question these procedures and to demand public clarification, fully in accordance 
with the law, is our right as Nicaraguans enjoying freedom of expression and as a 
people who can demand an explanation of their officials concerning the legitimacy of 
their actions. 


We also want to stress the imperative obligation which we Nicaraguans have of ex- 
hausting all means of dialog to resolve our problems and the urgent duty to listen 
attentively to grievances, complaints or claims submitted, without resorting to the 
unfair and dictatorial expedient of considering the other party to be an enemy, 
traitor or destabilizing influence; we want to stress the duty to refute, if neces- 
sary, any mistakes or lies we find with the weapon of truth and with a full exposi- 
tion of the ‘ects, and not with the former despicable means of imprisoning, beat ing 
or silencing. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


NEW WEAPONS PERMITS FOR OFF-DUTY ARMY PERSONNEL 
PAOdb. ‘156 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 8 Apr 81 


[Text] During a news conference held this morning at the Monimbo Building, 
Sandinist Peoples Army spokesmen and the Sandinist police announced new regulations 
for the carrying of firearms by the military. 


Capt Roberto Sanchez of the Defense Ministry Public Relations Office and Companeros| 
Manuel Sandino and Isabel Galeano Galero of public security of the Sandinist 
police made the announcement. 


One of the measures to prevent abuses by the armed military is the issuance of a 
new weapons permit, as announced in a communique read by Captain Sanchez: 


[Begin recording] Communique No 8 the Defense Ministry informs: 


l. That starting 12 April, the members of the Sandinist Peoples Army will have a 
new weapons permit when they are not in uniform. The permit will have a photograph 
of the bearer on the top left margin, the flags of Nicarague the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front [FSLN] and the signature of the dep.) defense minister, 
and chief of staff, Brigade Commander Joaquin Cuadra Lacayo. the description of 
the weapon should be on the back of the permit. 


2. In order to implement this resolution and control the carrying of weapons to 
places and circumstances authorized by the permit, the Sandinist police will 
arraign before the Sandinist Armed Forces general attorney all those who viola.e 
the regulations. 


What does this mean? It means that just as in the case of the army and armed 
forces identification document, the limitations allowed certain revolutionary 
groups to commit abuses. We then established a permit for carrying weapons, 
limiting it to the army personnel in the first phase, according to the conduct of 
the military. In the second place it was established that when armed forces 
personnel are not on duty they must observe conduct established by the police for 
any citizen. [End recording] 


Companero Isabel Galeano Calero, chief of the Sandinist Police Licenses and Permits 
Section, said weapons cannot be carried at the following places: all resorts at 
lakes, beaches or other places. All public centers such as bars, restaurants, 
dining rooms, cinemas or theaters are also excluded, as well as all places where 
liquor is sold. [Passage indistinct} All violators will be punished strictly 
according to Articles 499 paragraphs 1 and 2, as well as Articles 5 and 54 and the 
regulations for permits and licenses and police regulations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


WHEAT LOAN CUT SEEN AS FIRST STEP TO DESTABILIZE COUNTRY 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 20 Mar 81 p 3 
[Article by Gioconda Belli: "Destablization By Hunger: a Common Imperialist Practice" 


[Text] To prevent, through the use of its mighty resources, the supplying of basic 
food to a country which, in their opinion, is opposed to their "democratic" interests 
is not a new practice of the imperialists. 


The blocking of the sale of wheat to our country has precedents in United States 
foreign policy. During the 1960's, that government's publications department pub- 
lished the proposal made by Prof David N. Rowe, director of courses leading to the 
degree in international relations at Yale University, to the House of Representa- 
tives’ Foreign Affairs Committee, to the effect that the United States should block 
the sale of wheat to China, so as to cause "a massive weakness from lack of food 
that would foster the destabilization of that country's government." 


It is obvious that the nonintervention in the internal affairs of other countries 
is a preaching not practiced by the one who preaches it. For example, while the 
United States’ intervention on behalf of the Salvadoran Junta is public knowledge, 
obvious and documented with photographs, we are being accused of intervening with 
arguments pulled out of a hat; and, furthermore, punitive “measures” are being 
adopted against our people, such as denying bread to those of us who have just 
emerged from a war, and attempting desperately to reconstruct a country that was 
destroyed with the weapons which they supplied to Somoza. 


There must be recorded for the history of mankind and of future generations the 
cynicism of a nation which dares to state publicly that, “the United States, with 
its traditional concern for the rights of the weak and opppressed, and its incompa- 
rable understanding of the proper type of development for backward countries, must 
have the courage and perseverance to impose its will by force, until other nations 
are willing to accept these truths, or merely give up all hope.” 


A characteristic of the United States’ foreign policy is that its aggressiveness 
has been constantly disguised by “good intentions," by the notion that "liberty" 
(its concept of liberty) must be preserved by it at any price, even against the 
wishes of the peoples whose “liberty” it is attempting to restore. 
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An obvious example of this is the statement made by Robert McNamara, while he was 
secretary of defense, in his final report to Congress, commenting on the war in 
Vietnam: "We are fighting in Vietnam to defend the principle that political change 
must not be promoted through violence and miiitary force directed from abroad" 

(as if they had not been doing precisely that!). 


What is and has been made clear by assertions such as the foregoingis that what 

the imperialists are fighting for is not the principle of nonintervention in the 
affairs of other nations, but rather the principle that only they can intervene in 
the internal affairs of other countries, in order to guarantee a certain political — 
"stability." 


Under the current circumstances, the intervention has a thousand faces and is deceiv- 
ing us, and already affecting us, even though we do not see any "Marines" landing on 
our shores. Insofar as we are concerned, it may possibly adopt many disguises of 
different kinds, wherein the common denominator will be the goal of destabilizing 

the process; but we must not forget that, when we are faced with an enemy which 

can print in an official publication of its government, without any shame, the 
proposal to destabilize a country by starving its inhabitants to death, we must be 
prepared to defend ourselves. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


MDN YOUTHS ATTACK AMNLAE MEMBERS--Members of the Luisa Amanda Espinoza Nicaraguan 
Women's Association, AMNLAE, were attacked by a bunch of schizophrenic youths of 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Movement, MDN, in Rivas. The incident, which took place 
a little after 0700 in the Gaspar Garcia Laviana District «here AMNLAE members 
were collecting signatures for the letter of dignity, started when a small group 
of students from the Rosendo Lopez High School said they were not going to sign 
the letter because their party, the MDN, the well-known counterrevolutionary 
organization, had not authorized them to do so. This caused a state of confusion 
and some students started throw{ng rocks at Marlene Perez de Martinez and Sonia 
Esther Biceno Morales, the AMNLAE members in charge of collecting the signatures 
for the letter of dignity. Sonia Esther was hit by a rock and collapsed. Five 
pages from the book of signatures were stolen by MDN youth. The authorities and 
AMNLAE headquarters were informed of the incident. [Text] [PAl110127 Managua Radio 
Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 10 Apr 81] 





DELEGATION ATTENDS GDR CONGRESS--Commander Victor Tirado Lopez, head of a Nicaraguan 
delegation to the GDR Socialist Unity Party 10th Congress, made an urgent appeal 

to all nations to maintain their solidarity with Nicaragua so that it can face up 
to the U.S. Government economic pressures. Tirado also accused U.S. imperialism 

of being a constant menace to Nicaragua's sovereignty and right to be independent. 
Finally, he urged the progressive and revolutionary democrats of the world to stand 
together in the defense and maintenance of peace. Meanwhile, in Havana, Marco 
Antonio Valle, Nicaraguan ambassador to Cuba, said that the Nicaraguan people are 
going to write the last chapter of their country's history by defeating U.S. plans 
against the revolutionary process contrary to what Alexander Haig, U.S. Secretary 
of State, said in Madrid. He said that the final chapter of Nica agua's history 
was still pending. Ambassador Valle accused the United States not only of cutting 
off all economic aid but of permitting and encouraging the training of mercenaries 
in its territory for a military attack on Nicaragua. [Text] [PA142125 Managua 
Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 14 Apr 81] 


198] EXPORT OUTLOOK--Alvaro Guzman, Micaraguan foreign trade deputy minister, 

has reported that up to 28 February exports of coffee, cotton, beef, sugarcane and 
sesame seeds amounted to $90 million. Guzman added that the outlook for this year's 
exports of traditional products is very promising. [Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO 

in Spanish 6 Mar 81 p 5] 
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JUNTA MEMBERS INAUGURATE HOUSING COMPLEX--Commander Daniel Ortega Saavedra, 

Rafael Cordoba Rivas and Sergio Mercado Ramirez, members of the junta of the 
Government of National Reconstruction, attended the dedication ceremony of the 
housing complex of the heroes and martyrs of [word indistinct] dairy farmworkers. 
Also present at the ceremony were Commander Jaime Wheelock, faraing and livestock 
development minister; Commander Humberto Ortega Saavedra, defense minister; and 
government officials. The complex consists of big and well-ventilated houses for 
108 workers of the farm. Commander Daniel Ortega said during the ceremony that the 
Sandinist revolution's aim is to carry out as much progress as it can in rural 
areas and to support the peasants based on the efforts they make to increase 
production as their contribution to the revolution. Carlos Espinoza, one of the 
dairy farmworkers, could not conceal his happiness when he said that for the first 
time Nicaraguan peasants were being treated as human beings by recei ‘ing good homes 
to live in and medical attention, which are among the many gains achieved after 

the revolutionary victory. [Text] [PA071403 Managua International S<« »‘ce in 
Spanish 0030 GMT 7 Apr 81} 


URBAN DEVELOPMENT--Yesterday, Comrade Gloria Gabuardi de Fernandez, director ot 

the National Office of Intervened Housing Developments of MINVAH, informed EL 

NUEVO DIARIO that, during 1981, this department will invest the sum of 14 million 
cordobas in projects to improve the population sectors of tlhe country that have 
lived for decades under really subhuman conditions, lacking t.¢ most fundamental 
basic community services. The following are among the works projects that have 
already been scheduled and contracted for with INAA and INE: a contract involving 
2,551,-81 cordobas for sewage facilities in Pilar Sur, Horizonte Norte, 

Santa Emilia, Primavera Norte and other localities; a contract involving 1.2 miilion 
cordobas for public and domestic lighting in various housing developments in Managua, 
Granada and Masaya; one involving 110,000 cordobas, for public lighting in various 
housing developments in Tipitapa; and another, involving 406,000 cordobas, for the 
same service in Santa Emilia, Camilo Chamorro, Horizonte Norte, El Eden, Duce y 
Helena and Pilar Sur, in conjunction with JRM; as well as another for drinking 

water facilities in Bella Cruz and Santa Teresa, in Masaya, Vigil 1 and 2, in 

Leon, and El Popular, in Leon. [Excerpts] [Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 23 

Mar 81 p 7] 2909 


NEW BEAN VARIETY PLANTED--The National Development Bank distributed over a million 
cordobas for the planting of "“Apante" beans in Bluefields and its communities. With 
this sum, 547 manzanas were planted. This type of bean is grown only in the damp 
areas of the country. The seed for this planting was supplied by PROCAMPO [Rural 
Program] which, in cooperation with the National Development Bank, is providing the 
necessary technical assistance for the care of the plantations. Over 700 small and 
medium-sized producers, organized into three CAS [Sandinist Agricultural-Livestock 
Cooperatives], 13 CCS [Sandinist Coordinating Committees] and 27 work collectives, 
planted the "Apante" beans. Those producers are now preparing to harvest the crops, 
which will come to an end in mid-March. [Excerpt} [Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in 
Spanish 8 Mar 81 p 5] 2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


U.8. SALD TO BE TURNING CANAL AREA INTO BASE OF AGGRESSION 
PAL41650 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 14 Apr 81 p 4 
[Luie Restrepo Rosas column, “Base of Aggression") 


[Text] Little by little, and with no opposition, the United States is turning 
Panama into a base of aggression against Latin American countries. U.S. Army 
bases i. the Panama Canal area, bases which operate in Panamanian territory, have 
been turned into training camps for Salvadoran soldiers. These bases supply 
weapons and experts for the genocidal war unleashed against the Salvadoran people. 





Previously, those bases had served to help Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio Somoza. 
The speedy victory of the Nicaraguan liberation forces prevented that help from 
crushing the revolution. 


in El Salvador, however, the Reagan administration has applied a policy of unlimited 
aggression, which now has extended to Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Honduras; in the 
latter two countries with the complicity of their governments and armed forces. 


Latin America has protested the fact that Panama has become a base for aggression 
against weak countries. Many people ask themselves to what extent is the Panamanian 
Government participating in these activities. 


The United States uses Panama to distribute weapons, military technicians, and 
even mercenaries against the peoples of Central America, especially El Salvador. 
It has been reported that important aspects of the planned invasion of Nicaragua, 
which would be launched from Florida and Panama, are being prepared in Panama. 


The Panamanian Government's silence regarding this matter is alarming. Nothing 
has been said about the arrival of 100 Puerto Rican paramedics from the U.S. Army 
garrisons in Puerto Rico. 


In Puerto Rico it has been reported that they are medics who will be specially 
trained in U.S. Army hospitals in the Panama Canal area. From here they will be 
sent to El Salvador, where the U.S. military presence is increasing under various 
pretexts. 


Meanwhile, in the Academy of Tortures (School of the Americas) Salvadoran military 
and paramilitary personnel are being speedily trained so that they can return to 
their country to carry out their genocidal task within the U.S. democratic concept. 
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In the past few days the government has expressed satisfaction because some countries 
have signed the Panama Canal Neutrality Treaty. If we look closely, we will realize 
that only about a dozen countries have signed the treaty. The lack of signatures 

by moet of the countries of the world is notorious. Perhaps the governments of 
countries who have not signed the Panama Canal Neutrality Treaty believe that it 

has no practical value because one of the parties, the United States, has turned 

the Panama Canal area into a base for aggression against Latin American countries, 
and that the precedent has been accepted by the other party, the Panamanian Govern- 
ment. This same policy of aggression from the Panama Canal area could be applied 
against Africa, Asia, and other areas. 


The truth is that precedents are being set which become laws imposed by the powerful 
nation. We will see the result of these precedente and laws in the year 2000 
because the other nation could argue that they, the United States, can legally 

stay in Panama forever. We would then be returning to the concept of perpetuity, 
which has supposedly ended. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


COLUMNIST WARNS OF ANGER OVER U.S. TREATY VIOLATIONS 
PA232016 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 23 Mar 81 pp 4A, BA 
[Luis Restrepo Rosas column: "Opportune Warning" |] 





[Text] Due to ite social and political implications, the Ancon Hill incident is 
far more serious that it appears at first sight. 


Since there are many Panamanians who, due to their age or physical condition, 
cannot climb the steps to visit the Ancon Hill lookout point, the Panamanian 
Tourism Institute (IPAT) decided to assign three official vehicles, driven by 
IPAT employees, to transport these people from the parking lot at the foot of the 
hill to the lookout point. 


The Southern Command has opposed this operation, indicating that the official 
vehicles would be passing in front of the Southern Command offices and therefore 
this would be dangerous. 


As a result of the Southern Command decision, thousands of Panamanians who cannot 
climb the steps will be deprived of the pleasure of visiting Ancon Hill. 


Independent of the rights that the treaty might grant to the Southern Command to 
unilaterally decide who travels on that road, we believe the measure is inhuman 
and should be described as discourteous and disrespectful of the national govern- 
ment. 


However, this is not the first time that we have had to suffer th.s type of 
humiliation since the treaty went into effect. When the Panamanian officials in 
charge of the census tried to take a census of the U.S. citizens who live in the 
areas of the former Canal zone that are now called housing areas, the United States 
opposed this, claiming the inviolability of those houses. In this way, they vere 
reiterating the concept of colonial enclave for the area which we Panamanians 
thought had been eradicated with the treaty. 


The same situation obtains by conditioning the entry of the Panamanian police to 
certain installations where they are only permitted access if they are accompanied 
by a policeman of the Panama Canal Commission and only if they are not carrying 
their regulation weapon. 








if « eriminal enters a house in the housing area or if there is someone in those 
houses with @ contagious disease, the Panamanian authorities can enter only if they 
have the permission of the United States. 


Another example is that of the child support payments that courte rule in favor 
of women and children in cases of divorce, separation or irresponsible parenthood. 
In these cases, the judge orders the employer to deduct from the employee's wage 
the sum that he is obliged to pay. 


The Panama Canal Commission has refused to fulfill the requests of the Panamanian 
courte, claiming a very debatable immunity and | as preferred to become an accomplice 
of the social irresponsibility of its employees and to threaten the welfare of 
wives and children. 


The Panama Canal Commission and the U.S. armed forces in Panama aseumed a number 
of responsibilities in the treaty. Nevertheless, the Panamanian Government 
authorities and agencies cannot watch over the fulfillment of these commitments 
because their access to offices, officials aud documents is banned because the 
United States once again invokes ite impunity to Panamanian laws and the principle 
of inviolability of the installations and files. 


Passing above the treaties, disregarding Panamanian law and ignoring the Panamanian 
Foreign Ministry and the Panamanian representatives in the board of directors, 

the Panama Canal Commission and the U.S. armed forces continue to deduct the 
complementary deduction of the social security from the employees despite the fact 
that the law clearly states that it is a deduction paid by the employer. 


Next month, the U.S. federal authority on labor relations will return to Panama 
to carry out elections for the formation of workers organizations on the basis of 
U.S. legislation. 





The presence of the U.S. federal authority on labor relations and the application 

of the U.S. Labor Law on Panamanian workers is the perpetuation of the Canal 

zone government that we thought had ended on 1 October 1979 and a flagrant violation 
of our sovereignty. 


In a gradual but consistent manner, we are returning to the Canal zone colonial 
enclave. The legal instrument is Law 96-70 of September 1979 issued by the U.S. 
Government and the unilateral interpretation of the treaty clauses by the U.S. 
State and Defense Departments. 


We hope the United States will not be deceived into thinking that we Panamanians 
have resigned ourselves to a return to this situation. Our displeasure is 
increasingly growing and we want to issue a clear warning that the conditions for 
an act of desperation and repudiation by the Panamanian people with unforseeable 
consequences are being created. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
VENEZUELA 


CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR ORINOCO PROJECT--The companies of Lummus, of the United States 





and Venezolana de Proyectos Integrados (Vepica), of Venezuela were selected by LAGOVEN, 


4 subsidiary of Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. (PDVSA), to jointly coordinate the 
Development of Southern Monagas and Anzoategui project, (DMSA). Of the 18 companies 
considered for the contracts were the European firms; Davy Powergas, Lurgi, Matthew 
Hall, Snamprogetti, Techip, Contractors John Brown. Japanese firms which were 
considered were Chiyoda and Japan Gasoline. U.S. firms which participated were 
Bechtel (which until the last minute was thought to be selected), Brown and Root, 

C. F. Brawn, Flour, Foster Wheeler, Kellogg, Lumous (which was selected), Parsons, 
Stearns Roger and Stone and Webster. A PDVSA spokesman was quoted,"The outline of 
this contract would establish that association with a Venezuelan engineering firm 

is obligatory.” He added that the objective of this action is for the Venezuelan 
firm to actively participate at the highest level in the general coordination of the 
project. Since last year a special organization within LAGOVEN has been directing 
the DSMA project and it is dependent on the Board of Directors of the subsidiary. 
The contract awarded to Lummus and Vepica is for the rendering of services over a 
period of eight years and, according to preliminary cost estimates, at a price of 
three billion bolivares (1981 bolivares, according to the method of reimbursement) , 
{Excerpts)[Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 27 Mar 81 p 10[ 
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